
 

Welcome to our latest edition of Papyrus!  

Well, Autumn seems undeniably to have arrived – 

but then who would know, in fickle Melbourne? 

Many of the harbingers of Autumn seem to be with 

us: that undeniable autumnal tinge starting to ap-

pear on our deciduous trees, shimmering seed 

heads on our ornamental grasses, the leaves of 

bulbs timidly pushing up amid the perennials 

which still seem keen to put on a show for us. But 

we have passed St. Patrick’s Day and the Autumn 

equinox. (Did we all remember to sow those Sweet 

Pea seeds? Or are yours, like mine, still lurking in an old envelope, waiting 

noiselessly in a dark cupboard to be strewn beneath some old section of 

wiring in the garden?) 
 

The challenges of this time of Covid are still very much present in our lives, 

and, on a relatively moderate scale, still seem to affect and dictate how we 

can do things at Burnley. In many ways the Campus is ‘waking up’, which is 

wonderful to see, but we must proceed cautiously with planning for live 

events.  Zoom has certainly proved to be a wonderful tool during recent 

times. We have continued to host some most rewarding events on line. The 

most recent of these was John Delpratt’s hugely stimulating and informa-

tive presentation earlier in March on ‘Restoration of Indigenous Wild-

flower Communities on Endangered Grasslands’. 
 

If you missed this, or would like to watch it again, a link to the recorded 

version will appear soon on the FOBG website, and for a small payment to 

Try Booking you will have the chance to watch this. Seeing John’s images 

of Woorndoo Common in western Victoria, erupting in all its Spring flow-

ering glory, prompted me to consider organising another FOBG excursion 

this coming Spring.  (Our trip down to Camperdown almost two years ago 

was such a great success … watch this space!) 
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As I write, the first of our ‘live’ events approaches on Sunday 28 March. This is 

another of the very popular educational guided walks by Andrew Smith, our  

Gardens Director, showcasing seasonal interest in the gardens and pertinent 

maintenance tips which are always of great value to home gardeners. 

 

I’d like to thank the numerous contributors to this latest edition of Papyrus. 

Dr. Chris Williams needs little introduction to many at Burnley. It is marvellous 

to hear something of recent activity in the Field Station at Burnley – so central to 

the history and role of the Horticultural College since 1891. I’m delighted to  

report that Chris has kindly agreed to speak to the Friends on Tuesday 15 June. 

Look out for the flyer closer to that date! 
 

Other very topical research is being conducted at Burnley by staff member  

Associate Professor Stephen Livesey and post-graduate student Paul Cheung. 

Their report in this edition on ‘Burnley’s Irrigation Cooling Experiment’ makes 

fascinating reading, and confirms yet again the relevance of the research work 

being conducted out of the University of Melbourne’s Burnley Campus. 
 

Our new series on the gardens of our members, written by the gardeners them-

selves, has been a highlight of our recent editions. This month the Secretary of 

our hard working committee, Jacquie Chirgwin tells us about the development  

of her garden from a bare patch of not-very-good soil to the very beautiful Open 

Gardens standard creation it is today.  An inspiring, beautifully illustrated story. 
 

Something for your diary: we greatly look forward to the launch on Saturday 9 

October of past President Michele Adler’s new book on the history of the design 

of the Burnley Gardens, from the earliest days, right up to very recent times. 

Please be sure to add this date to your diary. This Afternoon Tea event will be a 

joint function with the Australian Garden History Society and the Herb Society in 

the Gardens at Burnley. 
 

The membership of the Friends of Burnley Gardens Facebook Page of is now well 

over 400. One of the most keenly awaited regular features on our website, ‘Plant 

of the Month’, seems to have played a large part in the exponential increase in 

these numbers.  A huge thank you to Andrew Smith for all his work with this 

great innovation! 
 

Another new innovation in our newsletters is Jill Kellow’s new series ‘Graduate 

of the Month’. This month’s Graduate is Dr Liz Denman. If you missed last 

month’s ‘Graduate of the Month’ Chris Findlay, I urge you to look further down 

the same page on our website for a link to him and his fabulous work in the area 

of regenerating beautiful native meadows across Victoria.    
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This brings me to the great work of past staff member and generous mine of all sorts 

of information, Jill Kellow.  Thank you from the Committee and membership, Jill,  

for all that you are doing to enliven our website and the pages of Papyrus. We all 

owe you a great debt of gratitude for your unstinting energy and help! 
 

Please enjoy reading this edition of Papyrus! Please continue supporting our organi-

sation and the events we offer, because everything we do is ultimately designed to 

support our very precious Gardens.  And of course if you’d like to become more  

involved, we can always use more help on the Committee, at events, in our Guiding 

and Propagation Groups. Great training is on offer for anyone becoming involved in 

these latter two very rewarding enterprises. 
 

Once again, thank you one and all for your support! 
 

Sandra McMahon 
President, FOBG. 
 

President’s Report continued....  
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The Twenty Year Club: honouring our long serving members.  
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NAME JOINED Membership Type YEARS 

Carol Ferguson April 1998 Honorary Life since 2016 22 

Geoffrey Kneebone April 1998 Honorary Life since 2016 22 

Reg Elder April 1998 Adult Membership 22 

Mr & Mrs Jim Davis April 1998 Honorary Life 1998 (Principal 

Burnley) 

22 

Catherine Watson April 1998 Student, then Life Member 2003 22 

Julie-Anne Webster April 1998 Student, then Life Member 2009 22 

Michele Adler  April 1998 Adult, then Life 2004, then  

Honorary Life 2009 

22 

Sandra Pullman April 1998 Honorary Life 2003  22 

Joss Tonkin June 1998 Adult then Life Member 2004 22 

Susie Speirs  June 1998 Adult then Life Members 2003 22 

Mary Donovan June 1998 Adult Member 22 

Martin Stevens August 1998 Life Member 22 

Jan Chamberlain March 1999 Student now Honorary Life Mem-

ber  2017 

21 

Greg Moore 1999  Honorary Life Member (Principal 

Burnley) and Patron since 2014 

21 

Alla Shtrauser (Hires Oct 1999 Adult, then Life Member 2007 21 

Ellie Bastow Dec 1999 Adult, then Life Member 2004 21 

Shirley Goldsworthy Dec 1999 Adult, then Life Member 2004 21 

Lyn Nossal Feb 2000 Life Member 20 

Muriel Mathers April 2000 Adult member 20 

Rosta Buc Sep 2000 Student then Life Member 2004

  

20 

Maria Kayak Sep 2000 Member then Honorary Life 2016 20 

Jean Corbett Sep 2000 Member then Honorary Life 2016 20 

Kay Hirst Nov 2000 Honorary Life 2005 20 

Wendy Hansen March 2001 Life Member 20 

Kerry Poole March 2001 Life Member 20 

After our last newsletter, in which we honoured long serving member Jean Corbett, 
we asked Membership Co-ordinator Cheryl to trawl through the records. Here is what 
she found:  

 

Hearty thanks to you all for your wonderful contribution to the Burnley 
Gardens 
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The Twenty Year Club: honouring our long serving members.  

Since the previous Papyrus Newsletter in Spring 2020, our membership 

has  increased to 185 members. I would like to extend a warm welcome 

to the 12 new members who have recently joined our group. Thanks to all 

our loyal members for their continuing support and commitment to the 

Friends activities especially during this time when our activities have 

been curtailed or deferred due to COVID – 19. The talks on Zoom have 

been interesting and enjoyable and a good way of keeping in touch  

during this challenging period when social gatherings are difficult to  

organise. 

 I am still enjoying walks around the Burnley Gardens, discovering what plants are flower-
ing, and exploring the winding shaded pathways. The gardens are always open and are a 

lovely place to walk and relax in the shade of  the tall trees, especially when it is hot. Thank 

you  Andrew Smith for ensuring the gardens are looking so beautiful. 

Membership report by Cheryl Andrews, Membership Coordinator 
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I hope that this finds everyone gradually getting back to a 

new normal after the tumultuous year we experienced. I am 

so glad to live in such a highly resourced country where sci-

entists are respected. Well, if you were like most of the com-

munity you spent a lot of time gardening over the past year 

and with the milder winter and summer rainfall everything 

should be growing well. Being outside or tending indoor 

plants has been good therapy for our mental health. Nice to 

involved in such a positive activity. 
 

After a long hiatus the Prop Group ran an online sale before Christmas, and raised 

around $1500. It was not a simple process as it is so much  

easier to address customer’s issues face-to-face. With the sterling work of Janice  

Garland, Sandra McMahon, Sascha Andrusiak, Andrew Smith and Kirsten Binns-

Smith we were able to ensure a Covid-safe delivery of plants to cars at times that 

suited our customers. Well done to all involved. 
 

As I left the Burnley Campus in February of last year I fully expected that most of 

the plants would die and we would have to start re-stocking when we were al-

lowed back. This did not happen due to the amazing work done by Brett Hough. 

He went to Burnley on a weekly basis and ensured that plants were watered and 

then set about weeding, pruning and potting up so that we now have plants in 

good condition ready for a face-to-face sale. Stay tune for advice on a date. 
 

Over the past year a number of injuries have beset our members and we need to  

bolster our numbers. If you have an interest in plant propagation and personal or 

professional gardening experience please contact me via the FOBG email address. 

You can join our very friendly and welcoming team who meet each week, usually 

on a Wednesday. 
 

The group sends its best wishes to Ellie Bastow, long-term member who finds she 

is unable to continue as a proppa. We will miss you and hope to catch up at lunch 

often. 
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The weather prediction of a la Nina summer that I mentioned last 

Spring, did indeed turn out to be accurate, with the above aver-

age rainfall during the first two months of summer providing a 

once- in- 10- year wetter summer. Indeed, 2020 turned out to be 

the lowest water consumption the campus has recorded since I 

began keeping records in 2002. It was also great to see the water 

harvesting from the rainwater tanks exceed one million litres for 

the first time, which amounted to the tanks being used for irriga-

tion and refilled from rainfall more than six times. 
 

The summer was also significant for Associate Professor John 

Rayner, as after 30 years,  he finally became one of Burnley’s  garden designers, joining a 

small, elite group of fewer than 15 who have created a new bed in the Gardens. While 

some areas have had multiple designer inputs, in others it‘s unclear to whom we should 

attribute the design, but where a bed or area has been totally designed or redesigned 

(such as the native garden ponds, designed by Robert Boyle), there is only a small group 

of designers who can claim that fame in its entirety. 
 

John Rayner is the current longest-serving  

academic ,and apart from myself, is the longest 

serving paid staff member on the Campus. So, 

you may well ask, what took him so long? The 

answer can be found in the academic role he has 

played, and also the relatively new recognition of 

designer input into areas of the Gardens.  The 

Conservation Management Analysis and Plan 

(2005) that led to the Gardens being  Heritage 

listed, recognised and entrenched the impor-

tance of keeping the individual designer’s crea-

tions intact, or at least a modern interpretation 

of them, if for example the planting hasn’t kept 

up with a changing microclimate, or a hotter and 

drier climate for that matter. This has meant that 

an area or bed attributed to an individual de-

signer hasn’t been radically changed for ad hoc 

reasons for some time. As an example, changing 

the Perennial Border into a xeriscape cactus bed 

wouldn’t be considered appropriate or in keep-

ing with the original design intention, but 

drought and heat tolerant perennials might be 

used.  

From the Gardens by Andrew Smith 
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The bed that John Rayner designed is located along the University boundary of the 

concrete footpath that leads up to the Botanicca business park, at the end of the Ellis 

Stones Garden, so a very high profile spot. The design of this irregularly shaped bed 

is extremely modern and outward thinking in its horticultural design. The design of 

the bed is based on the Woody Meadow Project  which John and his colleague  

Dr. Claire Farrell have led over recent years. The Woody Meadow project in turn has 

been inspired by the ecological or ‘naturalistic’ planting design movement, which in 

the UK has been led by researchers at the University of Sheffield, including Professor 

James Hitchmough, who is well known for perennial and bulb meadows, showcased 

in the dramatic plantings at the London Olympic games in 2012.  
 

I’m having to gloss over many of the details in the process here, but in essence, the 

Woody Meadow concept came from joint research teams at Burnley and Sheffield 

University.  It is based on mimicking Australian heathland communities, and began 

with compiling a list of over 1000 potentially suitable flowering shrub species. These 

were then filtered against multiple criteria, using a plant selection matrix; two of the 

most critical criteria were long flowering period,  and easy regeneration from coppic-

ing. A mix of low, medium and high 

shrubs was selected, plus a small 

number of trees, which when 

planted together would combine to 

provide a long lasting, colourful 

planting that would be managed to 

never exceed more than a metre or 

so in height..  
 

Pruning at selected intervals, and 

inducing multi-branching by low 

coppicing  at 12– 5 cm in height en-

sured that the medium and taller 

species used never attained their 

ultimate growth potential or  

natural habit. Much research has 

gone into trialling the ability of suit-

able species that can tolerate  this 

constant hard pruning, such as can 

be seen under power lines where 

vegetation is cut down to reduce 

fire hazard.  

 

Papyrus  No. 73 

From the Gardens continued 

https://woodymeadow.unimelb.edu.au/


 

 

The second key ingredient in the Woody Meadow design was the medium in which the 

plants would be grown. Rather than using soil, which can vary greatly, and presents all 

sorts of problems, such as compaction, weed seed loads, contamination, and poor struc-

ture, the Woody Meadow research team used information gained from substrate research 

on the green roof installation at Burnley.  They then asked a company to create a scoria-

based substrate that was moisture-retaining, light weight and compaction resistant, and 

that wouldn’t slump over time.  Using the same research, the ideal substrate depth of  

20cm was determined, and planting sites were either dug out or raised up using edging to 

provide the necessary depth  for the closely planted species. 
 

The 71m2 bed was divided into seven zones, laid out perpendicular to the length of the 

footpath, each zone divided into three plant height categories (low 30cm, medium 50cm 

and tall 100cm), and planted at a high density of five plants per square metre.  A propor-

tionally greater number of individual plants were 

used for each height group, with 355 tubes of six 

different species used for the low, 279 tubes of 

five species used for the medium and just 38 

tubes of 5 species  used for the 100cm group. This 

is certainly like nothing I’ve seen done in the  

Gardens previously, where we tend to plant in 

groups, planting 3,5,7, 9 or more together.   
 

It’s great to hear and see the success that has been 

achieved elsewhere in Melbourne using the 

Woody Meadow technique, where lots of different 

species are planted randomly and close together 

to achieve a naturalistic appearance, and where 

each plant ends up finding its own niche in the 

mixed planting. While the Burnley bed is not 

strictly a woody meadow, the planting concept is 

the same approach being used in the Woody 

Meadow project. Most of the plants used were 

gifted to the campus from a lapsed Green Roof research project, and have yet to be  

assessed for their responses to coppicing.   
 

There is no doubt many people crave colour in plantings, and although foliage plants with 

a backbone of evergreens has been a staple of landscape design, these Woody Meadows 

are almost recreating the annual colourful displays that the general public love, but which 

have become unachievable because of cost-cutting public-space budgets. A marvellous  

outcome that satisfies so many criteria, ticks so many boxes: the creation of a long flower-

ing, colourful, low maintenance landscape. Is this the holy grail of  horticulture?   
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The Burnley Guides Report  by Judith Scurfield  
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Would you like to learn 
more about the history 
and development of our 
beautiful heritage-listed 
Burnley Gardens, and 
then pass on your insights 
to visitors?  If so, you 
might like to join our small 
bunch of friendly Guides, 
who take tours of the 
Gardens for small or large 
groups.  
  
Informal training is given 
with more experienced 
Guides, and we meet 
regularly to discuss future 
programmes and new 
things we have been 
learning about Burnley 
Gardens. We also make 
occasional visits ourselves 
to notable gardens. 
  
If you are interested, 
please contact Judith 
Scurfield on 0416237464 
or email 
judithscurfield@yahoo. 
com.au 

The Burnley Guides were unable because of COVID-19 to take 

planned tours from March 2020 until a year later.  We took our 

first post-lockdown tour on 10 March 2021, for a group of 21 

members of Hawthorn U3A, and were blessed with a fine morn-

ing showing the Gardens at their Autumn best.  Two more 

groups have booked tours in April and May, and we will be 

happy to welcome others.  If you know of  

garden clubs, Probus, U3A, walking or Friends’ groups who 

would be interested in a guided tour of the Gardens, please con-

tact us. 
 

We have been able to make a couple of garden visits of our own, 

and in November were particularly fortunate to be  

invited to visit the garden created in East Ringwood by the late 

Kath Deery.  Her daughter Jo Cameron gave our group of ten 

Guides an in-depth tour of the mainly native garden, and there 

are plans to hold a working bee there for FOBG  

members in May. 
 

We held a post-

Christmas lunch 

gathering in Port 

Melbourne, where 

we were shown 

several plantings 

by member Sandi 

Pullman in public 

gardens and street 

verges. They were 

looking very col-

ourful and amaz-

ingly hardy. 
 

We are planning another excursion this month, to a private  

garden at Tuerong, on the Mornington Peninsula, and then to 

the Mornington Rose Garden.  The main purpose of this, apart 

from seeing the mass plantings of named roses, is to catch up 

with Honorary Life Member Jean Corbett and her daughter Lucy 

Chia.  Jean featured as a member of the “Twenty Year Club” of 

FOBG, in the last issue of Papyrus, and now lives in Mornington. 
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News from the archives by Jane Wilson  
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Jane Wilson 

 I am now able to work in the Archives again with Judith 

Scurfield.  I managed to get a great deal of cataloguing done at 

home and it is now a matter of finding space for all the boxes I 

have filled.  On my first day back I found that I had the company 

of a rat that had moved in while the office had been empty for 

nearly a year.  Luckily I am not squeamish! 
 

It has been very frustrating that I have not been able to put the 

catalogue and photographs online for the general public to ac-

cess due to difficulties with getting assistance from The Univer-

sity of Melbourne.  However, the Archivist from the Creswick 

Campus suggested I use Victorian Collections, which has their catalogue.  

Victorian Collections is a digital archive where you can search thousands of items held 

by galleries, museums, libraries, archives, historical societies and cultural collections 

across the state of Victoria. Victorian Collections is also a free collection management 

system to help catalogue, digitize and upload records. The Victorian Collections program 

is a partnership between the Australian Museums and Galleries Association Victo-

ria and Museums Victoria. Funding for the program is provided by the Victorian Govern-

ment through Creative Victoria. Geraldine Brault from Victorian Collections has spent 

very many hours working to upload the Burnley catalogue,  The catalogue is now on 

line.  All you have to do is Google Victoria Collections, under Collections type University of 

Melbourne Burnley Campus Archives and either just browse or use Search.  The photo-

graphs are still to be added.  

 

Photograph 

taken by Hilda 

Dance during 

her time as a 

student at 

Burnley. She 

graduated in 

1936 and was a 

member of staff 

1941-1947.  

http://amagavic.org.au/
http://amagavic.org.au/
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/
https://creative.vic.gov.au/
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My husband says (only semi-jokingly) that our garden is an existential 

threat! It attacks him every time he goes out of the house. On the other 

hand, I love that the plants come to greet me. It really is all in the eye 

of the beholder. One man’s trash 

is another man’s treasure. 
 

Nevertheless, despite my husband’s exaggerated senti-

ment, I do know what he means.  The garden is now an 

old garden, and it belongs to a ‘plantaholic’ who for 

many years has bought most of the plants she falls for, 

but once home wonders where on earth she can fit 

them in. So it is full to bursting with plants, and more 

pots appear regularly as there is often little space 

available in the garden beds. In spite of my husband’s 

views, and it’s sometimes jungle like qualities, I dearly 

love my garden and reap so much joy and satisfaction 

from it. For around half my life I have walked with this 

garden beside me – an integral part of my world, re-

flecting the phases of my life and at the same time 

passing through the phases of its own life. We have 

toiled together through good times and bad; we 

are good friends but we have also had our dis-

agreements; I liken it to a long marriage. One has to work on it. A good relationship doesn’t 

just happen.  
 

THE BEGINNING 
 

The garden was born in 1990 at the 

same time we built our reproduction 

Victorian house on the top of a hill in 

Park Orchards, with spectacular views 

to the Dandenongs. Our first challenge 

was the soil – there was very little of it! 

The ground was largely excavated back 

to rock and where it wasn’t the natural 

soil was a clay shale.  The back garden 

was just all the clay shale that had been  

excavated at the front, pushed to the back! 
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Garden of Hope  by Jacquie Chirgwin   
 

Continuing our series of member’s personal stories of their  gardens.   



 

 
 
 
 
We enlisted the help of a  

talented landscaper Peter 

Stephens, who designed and 

built a strongly axial front gar-

den, using bluestone retaining 

walls and brick and blue metal 

(1/4 minus) paths that pulled 

the curved street frontage, the 

steeply rising bank to the 

north side and the symmetri-

cal double fronted Victorian house together providing a successful backbone for the front 

garden that has stood the test of time.  He also built an impressive brick patio and swim-

ming pool at the back, taking advantage of the lovely views. The soft landscaping was ini-

tially designed by Michael Pithie, as a typically English style garden, with some wonder-

ful trees, flowering shrubs, roses and perennial border plants.  
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Garden of  Hope..continued 

Jan 1991: Front garden just 

planted 

The Golden Ash (Fraxinus excelsior ‘Aurea’) x 3 across the front of the house are a show stopper in Autumn. 

Our fourth Open Garden in 2011. 
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It is testament to Michael’s fine choices that many of the plants (trees especially) he chose 

for us remain and make a glorious contribution to the garden. The Golden Ash (Fraxinus 

excelsior ‘Aurea’) x 3 across the front of the house are a show stopper in Autumn – they 

truly are golden and the light beneath them on sunny days is quite magical. We also have 

Malus ioensis ‘Plena’ en masse at the front, a springtime sensation albeit for only about 5 

minutes! My early gardening attempts were all focussed on flowers – as many as possible! 

Foxgloves, Sweet William, daisies, delphiniums; I even tried Lupins. I think 1994 was the 

peak of this phase as you can see in the photo below. I also became besotted with roses – 

climbing roses especially and installed several arches and other supports to cater to them 

and companion clematis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE MIDDLE YEARS – COMING OF AGE 
During the early drought years (early 2000) the garden struggled, especially once the 

spring lushness and flowers were over and I was also noticing its overall aesthetic was 

quite at odds with its largely native bush setting. This is when I fell in love with grasses 

and began adding them to the garden. My favourite by far is Miscanthus transmorrisonen-

sis, and I combined this with Pennisetum alopecuroides, Calamagrostis brachychita and 

Panicum virgatum. I was always so excited when my Diggers catalogue (and later Lam-

bley’s too) arrived and I had fun trying out all sorts of drought tolerant flowering plants 

and grasses. I found the softness and colour the grasses brought to the composition par-

ticularly helped lessen the disconnect with the Australian landscape, at the same time as 

very effectively extending the season of interest.   
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I shall never forget the day I found 

a hand written note in our letter 

box asking if I were interested in 

opening my garden in the  

Victorian Open Garden scheme. It 

was, as it turns out a very signifi-

cant life event for me – more of 

that later.  I was very chuffed that 

somebody liked my garden 

enough to suggest it was worth 

opening, and I enthusiastically 

said ‘YES’. I worked tirelessly on 

getting ready for my first Open 

Garden in Spring 2003 and became 

thoroughly hooked on gardening, and the garden of course, benefitted enormously. I have 

had the garden open a further 4 times both in spring and autumn (a challenge during the 

drought years.)  Each opening spurred more changes – although some I wish now I hadn’t 

done – in particular the conversion of the front lawn to more garden bed. This was moti-

vated by the difficulty in keeping lawn looking green and an attractive frame for the 

plants; but now I miss the void.  
 

For the Open Garden Scheme I 

needed to ‘christen’ the garden. 

This is when I came up with the 

name ‘Garden of Hope’. This name 

was in honour of my mother (who 

had died of cancer in 1989 and 

whose middle name was Hope –  

as is mine) and in honour of my 

work as a Breast Cancer Oncologist 

bringing hope to my patients.  Over 

the years we raised around $50,000 for breast cancer research.  
 

As mentioned above, that note from the OGV selector had a profound effect on my life, for 

which I am very grateful. As a result of my work in my garden, I became more and more 

interested in horticulture and garden design and started to study in this area, culminating 

in undertaking a Graduate Certificate in Garden Design at Burnley, and the subsequent 

development of ‘Hope & Heart Garden Design’ which  celebrates its 10th year next year.  

 

 

Page 15    Autumn 2021 

Garden of  Hope..continued 

October 2010: Variegated Miscanthus – must have been a wet year!  



 

Garden of  Hope..continued 
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MATURING 
As the garden and I aged, it became shadier, more congested and I found it much more 

challenging to look after. It was much harder to get the floral displays that were the main 

reason for me to garden and the flowering shrubs that I had loved were outmuscling their 

companions at the same time as being rather measly in their flowering attempts.   I had 

spells where I felt overwhelmed and thoroughly disheartened. How could I ever recapture 

the beauty of the garden’s young days? It was lucky for me that I had a trusty gardener, 

Paul Cahill, who kept it from really losing the plot. My last Open Garden in 2015 was 

probably a final straw of sorts, with near-complete neglect since that time, until quite re-

cently.  
 

A couple of years ago I realised that I needed a new approach with the shrubs - a quite 

heavy handed one, including sacrificing a year of flowers in order to control size and 

shape – with some pleasing results. My previous pride and joy, Philadelphus ‘Beauclerk’ 

produced abundant flowers again this year. I probably  also need to have a significant cull 

– but I find myself so attached to many of the plants that have been on this long journey 

with me, that I continue to procrastinate. So, I have finally decided to enlist some objective 

horticultural advice (and practical assistance) on how to bring out the best in the garden.  

I realise that it cannot again become a young garden, just as I cannot become a young gar-

dener again; I must celebrate the beauty of the old and established and develop ways to 

ensure it hits those beauty neurones that make us humans happy.  
 

One of the silver linings of the Covid pandemonium was that my love for my garden was 

truly re-awakened. Many hours of 

work have resulted in some beauti-

ful vistas – especially in my  

veggie patch, which I see from the 

kitchen window where I have delib-

erately let flowers take over. I have 

planted masses of dahlias, as well as 

sunflowers, poppies, cosmos, holly-

hocks and other annuals, and I have 

let the herbs flower their heads off – 

as well as the carrots! I have also 

had excellent tomato, zucchini and 

rhubarb production.  
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THE LAST PHASE 

For some time now, we have been preparing ourselves for a move. Our family have flown 

the nest and we would like to settle in a smaller house, and I have the aspiration to de-

velop a brand new (atleast to me) garden. So it is nearly time to say goodbye to my good 

and loyal friend ‘The Garden of Hope’.  I know that will be hard. I will feel I have deserted 

her and I will worry about the care she will receive from a new owner. It is with this in 

mind that I am preparing her to be so beautiful that the right person will buy our house 

and will continue to love her.  

 

I will end with a medley of photos of favourites through the years.  
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Garden of  Hope..continued 



 

Garden of  Hope..a medley of  photos 
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Garden of  Hope..a medley of  photos 

December 2020: Lockdown seat project  

 Autumn  2021 Page 19 
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Burnley Graduate of the month—Profile No. 4: Liz Denman 

Years at Burnley:  

Nearly 10 years as a student. 1996-1998 and much of 

the 2000s. Since finishing my PhD I have returned as a 

guest lecturer and subject co-ordinator of Tree Identifi-

cation and Selection for several years.  

Course(s) studied:  

Bachelor of Applied Science (Horticulture) 

Honours, PhD 

 

Favourite subject:  

Soil science, although it is difficult to choose one subject.  We 

were fortunate to have many great lecturers. I enjoyed the  

elements of chemistry, physics and biology. Also, I appreciated 

that understanding the nature of soil was important for plant es-

tablishment and selection. I am keen to better understand more 

about our local geology and how this influences plant  

distribution.  

Favourite plant:  

Eucalyptus melliodora. Eucalyptus rubida is also a favourite, with 

its white and reddish bark.  

I decided to go to Burnley because:  

- From a young age I decided I wanted to study horticulture.  

A love of plants and gardening developed from time spent with 

grandparents and great aunts who were passionate gardeners. 

They allowed me to take cuttings and seeds from their garden 

each time I visited.   

- Burnley was a highly respected horticultural institution.  

Since I graduated from Burnley I have: 

Worked in private, government and education sectors of horti-

culture, mostly in the fields of arboriculture, landscape design and management. I en-

joy interdisciplinary work, having collaborated with landscape architects for much of 

my career, and more recently with engineers and ecologists.  My first job was with 

Australian Landscape Management, a consultancy firm that emerged after council 

amalgamations and the introduction of compulsory competitive tendering by local 

government. Throughout my time there I was fortunate to work with many talented 

horticulturalists and landscape architects producing designs for  new public land-

scapes and landscape management and maintenance reports for existing projects. 

 

Part of my work 

involves setting client 

requirements to 

ensure that ... full 

consideration is 

given to the existing 

natural landscape, 

ensuring minimal 

impact, and that the 

landscape and urban 

design response is of 

high quality and 

sensitive to the 

context.   
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 Burnley Graduate Profile No. 4: continued 

During my PhD I explored the use of street trees in stormwater biofiltration pits, focusing  

specifically on the effect different species and soil types have on nutrient removal from storm  

water. I was thankful for the assistance and expertise of Drs Peter May, Greg Moore and Peter 

Breen throughout the project. While at Burnley I also was given the opportunity to work with 

the green roof research team and the smart garden watering project.   

After completing my PhD at Burnley, I worked for consultant arboricultural firm Homewood 

Consulting. The team’s tasks included assessing trees in an area. Trees were measured, tree-

health and structure assessed, and the exact location of thousands of trees was digitally 

mapped. My work mates’ skill in speedily collecting accurate data and managing the software 

to efficiently report the results in a format suitable for each client was most impressive. I was 

grateful to learn much from those experiences. The collection of this data enables tree manag-

ers to effectively manage their urban forest to deliver community and environmental benefits.  

Currently I work for the Department of Transport (formerly Vic Roads) in the Environment 

Sustainability and Urban Design Team as a green infrastructure specialist. Big  roadside land-

scape projects are now designed and constructed by other delivery authorities. Part of my 

work involves setting client requirements to ensure that while these teams are designing new 

road projects, full consideration is given to the existing natural landscape, ensuring minimal 

impact and that the landscape and urban design response is of high quality and sensitive to the 

context.  We are also writing guidance to ensure that when completed the landscape can be 

efficiently and cost effectively managed and maintained. For example, on freeway landscapes 

we aim to see the designs adequately provide for large vehicle access, with sufficient space to 

safely load and unload broad scale maintenance machinery.  

With some small projects, our team will take the responsibility of producing landscape and  

architecture design drawings or reviewing the work of private consultants. As with larger  

projects, the design, establishment and management of successful landscapes in the long term, 

with minimal maintenance inputs and constrained budgets, is a challenging feature of my 

work that I enjoy. 

Since university days I’ve enjoyed and valued working with many inspiring Burnley graduates 

in landscape design and management, arboriculture and green roof research. I am grateful for 

the invitation to return as guest lecturer and meet with current students. It is also exciting to 

see the current research being undertaken at the University. I really appreciate Burnley for the 

mentors and life-long friendships it has given me.   

Over the years my passion for horticulture has been enhanced through studying best practice 

in landscape management. I am excited about creating landscapes that are environmentally 

sustainable and appealing to local communities. As I look around it is heartening to see the de-

velopment of urban forest movements and the growing community acceptance of the value of 

trees and their importance in our physical and social environment.  



Food Production for Urban Landscapes  by Dr Chris Williams 

For past and present Burnley students, the Field Station is an essen-

tial part of their experience of studying horticulture. Of course,  

students love the main Burnley Gardens with their diverse, beautiful 

layers of trees, shrubs and herbaceous perennials. But the Gardens 

are also open to the general public and don’t have the Field Station’s 

cache of exclusivity, reserved as it is for Burnley academics, stu-

dents and professional staff only. So for generations of students, the 

Field Station has been and remains a special domain lying beyond 

its big ornamental gates, funded by the FOBG, and installed in 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’ve 

I’ve been involved in teaching horticulture at Burnley for over ten years. In that time I’ve run 

many types of practical exercises for students in the Field Station. With help from  Andrew 

Smith I’ve run classes on residential garden maintenance in the model gardens at the top of 

the Field Station. These gardens were designed and built by students for Garden Week (now 

MIFGS), when it was held at Burnley  We’ve also run sessions on power tools, training stu-

dents in the use of brushcutters, mowers and shredders. Historically, the Field Station was 

known as The Orchard, because of its origin as trialling ground for fruit trees.  
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Behind the Fedge … an occasional series about Burnley’s Field Station  

...for generations of 

students, the Field 

Station has been and 

remains a special 

domain lying beyond 

its big ornamental 

gates, 

Have you ever wondered what goes on behind the  Muehlenbeckia Fedge around the 
Field Station?  (Or what a fedge is, for that matter?) Here are two stories about what 
is happening there ……. 
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Andrew and I ran pruning lessons for students for many years in the remaining sections 

of the orchard. Sadly, these sessions have stopped now that the Associate Degree in  

Urban Horticulture (the old standard Burnley two-year diploma) has been discontinued, 

ending in 2018.  Over the last ten years my main involvement in teaching in the Field  

Station has been in the legendary Burnley student veggie plots. Students have been grow-

ing crops in the Burnley Field Station since the old Burnley College was founded in 1891. 

In the 1950s the program introduced individual plots for students, using a model devel-

oped at the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens. In this system students develop their own 5m2 

plots all using the same planting pattern and crops. This allows for a very personal  

experience of growing vegetables and managing a small planting space. It also gives the 

whole class the chance to compare and contrast different planting styles and levels of  

effort! 

This crop plot program had featured as a core part of the Associate Degree and would 

have died with that course; luckily, I created a subject in 2015 called Food Production for 

Urban Landscapes which brought the same student veggie plots into the Master of Urban 

Horticulture. The crops are planted in the first week of March and include tomatoes, zuc-

chinis, beans, leeks, carrots and silver beet. I also introduced New Zealand Yams into the 

crop program in 2013 and these unusual but delicious tubers, originally from South 

America, have proved popular with students.  

Food Production for Urban Landscapes  continued 
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  Food Production for Urban Landscapes  continued 

 

 
This year we have 60 plots planted out, currently covered in netting to keep Wood Ducks 

out. Once the nets are off in a few weeks students will be harvesting zucchinis, silverbeet 

and lettuce. Broccoli, carrots and yams come at the end of semester and I encourage stu-

dents to keep their plots going through winter and into second semester. Apart from 

good soil the secret to the Burnley plot program is its exposure. When home gardens are 

succumbing to long shadows in autumn the Field Station is still bathed in sunlight and 

we push summer crops like zucchini right until the end of May. 
 

Novel Crops  
Right by the student plots I grow crops as part of my Novel Crops project. Crops are 

grown for teaching, demonstration/ outreach purposes and for research projects.   

Students from my Food Production class help maintain this area and gain experience 

with managing selected crops during practical exercises. Species are investigated for 

their suitability for south eastern Australia in terms of yield, aesthetic value, and agro-

nomic requirements amongst a variety of parameters including nutrition and palatabil-

ity. The main aim is to link these growing trials 

and results to outreach/engagement and  

extension projects in the following  way: 

 

 Helping refugee, migrant and indigenous 

communities grow culturally appropriate food 

 Assisting local government officers utilise 

‘novel crops’ in urban green spaces to provide 

greater planting diversity for users (especially cul-

turally diverse users) 

 Growing specimens for planting in selected 

public spaces eg. City of Greater Dandenong, 

Collingwood Children’s Farm etc 

 

My outreach and extension are based on my  

participation in urban agriculture projects,  

organisations and networks across Melbourne. 

Some of the plants I’m growing here include:  

Ensete ventricosum (Abyssinian Banana), Taro, 

Sweet Potatoes, various types of true Yams (genus 

Dioscorea), Cassava and Cranberry Hibiscus.   

Further up the Field Station track, back towards the gardens and the big “Narnia” gates I 

also have a demonstration garden full of dwarf Cavendish bananas and other ‘novel 

crops’ such as Chokos, Babaco and edible native  Saltbush. 
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Cooking with Asian Leaves   Two recipes for you to try when  you grow your 

own Sweet Potatoes, from the book  Cooking with Asian Leaves, by Devagi Sanmugam 

and Christopher Tan. Or perhaps you can buy them in your local fruit and veggie store. 
 

Sweet Potato Leaves in Coconut Gravy 
300g sweet potato leaves 

2tbsp cooking oil 

60g peeled and thinly sliced shallots 

2 cloves garlic peeled and pounded 

1 tsp skinned and grated ginger 
1 stalk bruised lemon grass 

2 coarsely pounded red chillies 

500 ml coconut cream 

salt to taste 

1 tsp tumeric powder  

water 250 ml  

Pour boiling water over the Sweet Potato leaves, and let it stand for about 1-2 minutes. This 

is to get rid of any sap that is clinging to the leaves.  Strain water and rinse the leaves in cold 

water to prevent it from over cooking. Heat oil, saute the shallots, ginger, lemon grass and 

red chillies until aromatic and soft. Add in the turmeric powder, coconut cream, water and 

salt.  Bring to the boil for two minutes, stirring frequently. Add in the blanched leaves and mix 

well. Serve with rice. 

 

 Stir Fried Sweet Potato Leaves 

400 g sweet potato leaves 

2 tbsp cooking oil 

80 g, soaked in water and pounded dried prawns 

5 coarsely pounded chilli padi (Bird’s Eye chilli) 

½ tsp sugar 

3 cloves garlic peeled and coarsely pounded 

100 g grated coconut 

salt to taste 

Pour boiling water over the Sweet Potato leaves, and let it stand for about 1-2 minutes. This 

is to get rid of any sap that is clinging to the leaves. Strain water and rinse the leaves in cold 

water to prevent it from over cooking. Chop up the leaves. Heat oil and sauté the dried 

prawns until aromatic. Add in the pounded chillies and garlic and sauté for 1 minute.  Add in 

the blanched sweet potato leaves and the rest of the ingredients, and stir fry over high heat 

  Food Production for Urban Landscapes  continued 



Burnley’s irrigation cooling experiment Heatwaves are expected 

to occur more frequently in cities across the globe due to the 

combined effects of climate change and the urban heat island. 

These high temperatures in our cities will lead to human thermal 

discomfort and higher rates of heat-related morbidity and mor-

tality. Many different ways to mitigate heat have been proposed 

such as greater urban greening and the use of reflective (high  

albedo) materials. But one emerging heat mitigation strategy 

that is already well known is urban irrigation. When water 

evaporates from plant or soil surfaces, any heat that is stored on 

or in those surfaces dissipates as the liquid water changes phase to 

water vapour, resulting in a cooling effect. Similarly, irrigation water 

that is taken up by a plant and then transpired out through the leaves 

experiences the same phase change thereby making use of the heat 

that the plant has absorbed on a warm sunny summer day. 

Burnley’s irrigation cooling experiment  by Paul Cheung and 

Associate Professor Stephen Livesey 
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Behind the Fedge 2… an occasional series about Burnley’s Field Station  

Our project 

focused on the 

benefits of such 

cooling effect on 

human thermal 

comfort.  
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Irrigation of urban green spaces as a way to adapt to climate change and heatwaves has 

been constrained by the need to conserve, value and protect potable drinking water  

supplies. In  recent decades, Australian cities have engineered systems to capture and 

store stormwater runoff, as well as systems to recycle sewage wastewater and redistrib-

ute it through “purple-pipe” networks. This means that alternative water sources for  

irrigation are now readily available, and it is possible to start irrigating urban green 

spaces, including parks, gardens, roadside vegetation and backyards simply for the cool-

ing benefits that this may provide us during hot summers, and especially during heat-

waves. Before we do this, we need the scientific evidence to demonstrate under what 

vegetation landscape and meteorological conditions we can get these irrigation cooling 

benefits, and most importantly what magnitude of air temperature reduction we can  

expect. 

In collaboration with Monash University and the Education University of Hong Kong, we 

have set up a field experiment in the Burnley Field Station to measure the cooling effect of 

irrigating lawn in something approaching a backyard environment. Our project focused 

on the benefits of such cooling effect on human thermal comfort. The experiment consists 

of 18 plots, divided into three groups (Fig. 1). Each plot occupies an area of 36 m2 (6 m × 

6 m) and is enclosed by 1.8 m tall shade cloth to mimic a backyard environment. Each 

group consists of six plots with varying rates of irrigation: 

Two plots with no irrigation (rainfall only), 

One plot irrigated at 2 mm/day at 1 pm, 

One plot irrigated at 4 mm/day at 1 pm, 

One plot irrigated at 8 mm/day at 1 pm, and 

One plot irrigated at 4 mm/day in the middle of the night (at 1 am).  
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Burnley’s irrigation cooling experiment continued 
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Burnley’s irrigation cooling experiment continued 

Five MP rotator nozzles (one at the middle and four at the corners) are installed in each 

irrigated plot to deliver an even coverage of irrigation. At the centre of each plot, a weather 

station is installed to continuously monitor the four climate factors from which we can  

determine human thermal comfort: air temperature, relative humidity, wind speed and 

mean radiant temperature (Fig. 2). 

By comparing these climate factors in 

the unirrigated plots (i and ii) and the 

irrigated ones (iii – vi), we can deter-

mine the cooling effect of irrigation in 

terms of human thermal comfort. We 

expect that an increasing rate of irriga-

tion will lead to stronger and longer 

cooling effects in the middle of the day 

– when it is needed most. However, we 

also expect that the cooling efficiency 

(degree centigrade reduction benefit 

for mm of water applied) will decrease 

with increasing irrigation rate. By  

investigating three levels of irrigation 

rate in the middle of the day, we hope to 

be able to broadly determine an optimal 

irrigation rate for maximising cooling effect whilst minimising water use. Obviously, we 

also expect that irrigating during the daytime will lead to a stronger cooling effect than  

irrigation at night, but it is important to identify how much greater that cooling benefit is 

as irrigating green spaces during the day is obviously going to catch some people out and 

provide them with a cooling shower!   
 

In future summers, we hope to modify this experimental setup so that we can also look at 

the difference between irrigating grass as compared to irrigating artificial (synthetic) 

grass, or irrigating asphalt or concrete. Furthermore, we hope to be able to study how the 

cooling benefits of irrigation interact with tree shade to provide even greater urban heat-

wave mitigation benefits. This will entail us planting some common tree species in some of 

these 6 x 6 m backyard plots. 

Urban heat stress is expected to increase in the future as global climate continues to warm 

due to the rising levels of greenhouses gases. This project will provide valuable scientific 

information about the cooling benefits of urban irrigation. We hope that such information 

will be useful for policy-makers and urban planners in the development of a holistic heat 

mitigation strategy for creating a thermally comfortable and sustainable city. 



   Autumn 2021 

Friends Of Burnley 
Gardens Inc.  

 
ABN: 58 889 973 541 

 
500 Yarra Boulevard 

Burnley 3121  
 

Email: 
friends.burnley@gmail.com  

 

 

NEWSLETTER 

OF THE 

FRIENDS OF 

BURNLEY 

GARDENS 

Find us on the web   
www.fobg.org.au 

The Pavilion (nick-named “The Elephant House”) -  Burnley before the Main Building 

was built. Thanks to Jane Wilson for this image from the archives. 
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