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Friends and community celebrate on 7 October 2017. 
 It was 20 years to the hour since the first meeting to start the FOBG. 
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The President’s Report 

Sandra McMahon 

Welcome to my first report as President of FOBG. It is both an honour and something of a 

reality shock to be filling Michele's 'large shoes'. 

May I begin by acknowledging her amazing dedication to FOBG over such a long period.  Her 

dedication to our organisation is well-known, but I, for one, am rapidly gaining an 

appreciation of just how much she did behind the scenes.  I'm on a steep learning curve! 

What a great new Committee we have: tireless and willing workers like Jane, Cheryl, Dianne, 

Andrew and Chris, and also such a good number of enthusiastic new faces: our new 

secretary Jacquie Chirgwin, whose energy and attention to detail I'm finding very reassuring, 

and Bill, Andrea, Phil and Marisa.  Thank you all! 

So what's been happening?  The Yarra River Cruise last November was delightful.  Thank 

you Michele for all your organisation. So many members and friends joined us (on a very 

warm and sunny day) for a leisurely cruise from Burnley down to the heart of the City and 

back.  How refreshing and relaxing it was to see Melbourne from a different perspective  

First up for 2018 was the extremely well attended Valentine's Day event.  On a particularly 

balmy evening close to seventy people enjoyed another of Dianne's amazing dinners in the 

Quad (I can't help thinking of the Magic Pudding whenever Dianne unloads her car!).  

John Patrick - an old friend of Burnley, and former staff member - then gave a wonderful 

and mouth-watering presentation on the Gardens of the Channel Islands.  Numbers by now 

had swollen to about eighty.  We greatly appreciate John's generous support of Burnley and 

the FOBG. 

This event, like so many in the past, enabled us to raise around $1200 for the Gardens. 

Which brings me to the Wisteria Walk...  Already the Friends have contributed substantially 

to the new arbour and works in the sunken garden.  Paving is now underway and we look 

forward to the possibility of next year's Valentine’s Day event taking the form of a 'Long 

Dinner' under the new arbour... 

Our Programme of Events for 2018 is being finalised as I write (and will be sent out to you 

shortly), but at this stage we can promise speakers including Andrew Laidlaw, Jane 

Edmanson and Teena Crawford, activities including Basketry and Pruning Workshops, and 

more! 

We remain deeply appreciative of the efforts of the Propagation Group and the Guides. It is 

only through all our efforts - and your ongoing support and involvement - that we can 

continue to support and safeguard our most wonderful and precious Burnley Gardens. 

http://www.fobg.org.au/
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Autumn in the Gardens 

Andrew Smith 

The dry end to the 2017-18 summer and the very dry start to autumn has made me grateful 

for irrigation in the Gardens. By mid-March almost all the garden beds and areas of turf that 

aren’t irrigated are looking very stressed, apart from one stand-out succulent bed on the 

end of the pond lawn. 

 

This bed was originally conceived out of necessity in late 2015 as the bare lawn area under 

the Cypress canopy, where even the couch grass couldn’t cope with the dry conditions, 

needed a facelift.  In other words; you don’t get a site much tougher to grow plants in, than 

this. Marrit Postema (Burnley Gardener) had the suggestion that the area be converted to a 

succulent bed and so a suitable shape was decided on and planting was undertaken in the 

autumn of 2016. 

Some thought was put into the beds shape as its position on the lawn at the path junction to 

the field station needed to blend in with the path circulation. This was especially important 

when you came up the path from the field station, where the curved shape of the path 

needed to continue thru to the new bed edge on the lawn to give a flowing, integrated 

feeling as you travelled towards the Oak tree. 

http://www.fobg.org.au/
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As you may know, the Heritage listing of the Gardens (2003) and subsequent Conservation 

Management Plan in 2005 gave strong guidelines to avoid ‘ad hoc’ design decisions for the 

Gardens. Fortunately there are past photos of this area that show where previous beds 

were positioned, justifying our decision to, in effect, re-instate a bed on the lawn.  

 

View north from the path junction.  Note the bed on the left where the current succulent bed is located. 

 

Despite the fact irrigation was available a prime design consideration of the new bed was to 

choose plant species that could look good without supplementary watering. 

Other important design considerations were to ensure the bed required minimal 

maintenance and had attractive foliage all year round, with some seasonal floral display as a 

secondary bonus. 

To this end, the colourful foliaged succulents that were used; the silver and green 

cotyledons, the blue kleinia, the purple aeoniums, purple tradescantia and the blue green of 

the crithmum, all fulfilled this primary design brief. The plants providing the secondary floral 

display, the yellow and red aloes, the red beschorneria (yet to flower) and yellow and red 

Euphorbia milii, were chosen to provide flowering for long periods at different times of the 

year. 

http://www.fobg.org.au/
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The dark green foliage on the other side of the path provides a good backdrop to showcase 

the yellow and red flowers of the aloes, when viewed from the pond end of the lawn. As an 

added bonus, during November and December, the purple flowers of the Jacaranda provide 

a marvellous backdrop and linking element to the purple foliage in the bed. 
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The Burnley Guides 

Judith Scurfield 

Burnley Guides have been actively involved in taking tours of the gardens in the last six 

months, with five tours since October, including a very large function held as part of the 

Australian Garden History Society Conference at the end of October.  This required most of 

us to be available in the Gardens to provide advice and knowledge. 

Other tours have been for Mooroolbark YWCA ladies, Hawthorn Historical Society, Warragul 

and District Garden Club, and Lang Lang Garden Club.  Some of these groups find out about 

our tours from each other, some through the FOBG website, some through friends and 

members.  These recent visitors have mainly had some knowledge of gardens, local history 

or other specific interests, but tours are also given for general interest groups, students, 

early dementia sufferers - in fact, anyone who would like to experience the fascinating 

history and beauty of Burnley Gardens. 

Our Guides at present are:  Jane Wilson, Chris Morrissey, Susie Hall, Barb Brookes, Robin 

Calabrese and Judith Scurfield, with occasional help (still!) from Michele Adler, Jean Corbett, 

and Gardens Manager Andrew Smith.  Judy Collett, who was formerly a Guide at the 

National Botanic Gardens in Canberra, has recently joined our ranks, as has Kirsten Binns - 

they are both very welcome additions to the team.  A programme of training is provided by 

the more experienced members, with updates on changes and developments in the gardens 

often given by Andrew. Occasional visits to other open gardens are arranged, to keep us all 

up-to-date with how tours such as ours are run, and for the pleasure of seeing other parks, 

public and occasionally, private gardens.  If you or anyone you know would be interested in 

joining our group, or in having a tour, please contact Jane Wilson. 

 

FOBG Membership Report 

Cheryl Andrews 

Since the previous Newsletter, our membership has increased to 214 members.  I would like 

to welcome the following members who have joined since August 2017:   Marisa Liu, Judy 

Collett, Brian & Holly Reid, Jane Geeson, Meredith Henkel, Rob Lee, Kirsten Binns Smith, 

Keith Mills, Maureen Costigan, Rohan Jenger, Chantelle McKinlay and Samantha Dennis. 

I thank all our members for their continuing support and commitment to the Friends activities.  
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The Yarra Cruise 

Jan Chamberlain 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Melbourne’s river was known by the Wurundjeri 
people as Birrarung (place of mists and shadows). A 
surveyor (John Wedge) who came with John 
Batman in 1835 gave the river its current name. He 
asked the local people about the lower section of 
the river and they said 'Yarro Yarro', meaning 'it 
flows'. Wedge misheard this and named the river 
‘Yarra’.  
 
November 19 saw a crowd of Friends assemble near 
Herring Island looking forward to a cruise along the 
Yarra into the city of Melbourne. After walking 
along the bike track and dodging bikes and other 
pedestrians on the way, we found the 'Melba Star' a 
little way down the river. Boarding the boat we 
were treated to a lovely sunny cruise. We passed 
under the Yarra’s many bridges: Church Street, 
Hoddle Bridge, Morell Bridge and the Swan Street 
Bridge. Sights along the river were AAMI Park, the 
sporting precinct including Olympic Park, the tennis 
stadiums and courts. On the opposite side of the 
river were the Royal Botanic Gardens and The Tan. 
We cruised past King's Domain (spotting the top of 
the Sidney Myer Music Bowl), the Alexandra 
Gardens, the boathouses and Birrarung Marr before 
arriving at Federation Square and disembarking. 
 
Some people wandered around, others bought 
lunch, and more went to a hidden garden behind 
the art gallery. The garden was so hidden a few 
people ended up at the garden behind the Arts 
Centre. A pleasant time was passed until we again 
boarded the boat for the return journey. 
 
A cruise is a great way to see the city of Melbourne 
from a new perspective and was a perfect ending to 
a great year of events for the FOBG’s twentieth 
anniversary. 
 
1  https://www.melbournewater.com.au/community-and-

education/about-our-water/history-and-heritage/history-our-rivers-

and-creeks/history 
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The Bromeliad Workshop 

Chris Morrissey 

On Saturday 21st October, 6 participants met with Sascha, Nursery Manager of Burnley 
Gardens, for a workshop on Bromeliad branch mounting. 
 
Sascha had made a wonderful example to show and inspire the class, and then 
demonstrated how to achieve this with paperbark branches, Sphagnum Moss, bromeliads, 
epiphytic orchids, glue and nylon fishing line. 
 
After morning tea everyone set to work to make their own piece of art, with lots of help 
from Sascha. The results were original but of a very high standard. Sascha said she was 
always amazed with the creativity of people, and felt she learnt more from them than they 
did from her – not true of course! 
 
Everyone went home well satisfied with their decorated branches, and with the challenge 
of keeping the plants alive over summer. 
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Aster or Disaster - Some asters have changed their name 

Michèle Adler 

 
Peach Flat and Community Wetlands, Briagolong. 

There was an unknown plant growing in the wetland on our property in Briagolong. It was 
appearing in great numbers around the water edges. 

There was a clue to its identity.  It looked like it could have belonged to family Asteraceae, 
as I saw just one small white composite (daisy) head. It had the ‘vibe’ that it might be a 
weedy species and since it was prolific on one of the islands, I wanted to find out what it 
was – before it was too late. 

This set me going on a mission.  However, I found out more than I had bargained for. 

I described the plant and put a few photos up on my Facebook page.  Oh, the power of the 
Facebook fraternity! 
 
leaves - simple, alternate, prominent mid vein, especially below, smooth both sides. 
petiole - wide, whitish, recurved.  
stem - strong, hard to pull out of the ground. 

No sap, no odour.  
 
Habitat = wetland edge in muddy or damp site. 

http://www.fobg.org.au/
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These are the two images that I put up on my Facebook page 

Almost straight away, a couple of replies came in from my weedy Facebook friends. 

Aster subulatus, said one.  

Then cheeky Jill Kellow (FOBG member and former Lecturer at Burnley) gently corrected the 
previous reply, calling the plant Symphyotrichum subulatum.  

With that information, I went hunting on the internet, checking names. The result of my 

search follows: 

In the 1990's someone, a gene sequencer, split up the grand old genus Aster.  Several 

genera were added, with hard-to-remember, mostly tongue-tangling names, based in part 

on whether the 'Aster' originated in Europe or the Americas. Since my 'Aster' originated in 

South America it has duly been severely punished and had its name changed to 

Symphyotrichum. For the gory detail go to: 

http://www.guynesom.com/NameChangesInAsterWEB.htm 

As for subulatum, the Latin epithet means subulate or awl-shaped, referring to awl-shaped 

structures on the base of the flower head. Good site here: 

http://www.backyardnature.net/n/h/aster.htm 

http://www.fobg.org.au/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guynesom.com%2FNameChangesInAsterWEB.htm&h=ATMN7xA_kmHWK1DNVP7DNfpbyGCnoVZQ9nLJVrx6T7RDDnpHppvbIJfJvo29WeP5rbQFdOPdiEO85nlwjnVnZ1wLZ8n--lKd1RiFeL5MBZC00pJCrDDSZW07mLCeueET2MVH3ztCfGJN
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Symphyotrichum subulatum flower head showing the green awl-shaped bracts. 

Photo credit website above. 
 

There is a flow on to all of this. It means that all those North American asters that we grow 

as garden plants are now to be called Symphyotrichum.  

No more Aster novi-belgii or Aster novae-angliae. You’ll need to correct the generic name to 

read Symphyotrichum novi-belgii and Symphyotrichum novae-angliae.  What a tongue 

teaser! 

For now perhaps it’s easier to stick with just the common name - Michaelmas daisies (which 

covers both species). 

If you would like to get a first-hand look, then they are flowering in autumn in the Perennial 

Garden near the Oak Lawn in the Burnley Gardens. 
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From the Archives 

Jane Wilson 

We now have a scanner that digitises slides and this has given us access to many more 
photographs.  In a box of slides taken by former Principal, Tom Kneen in the late 1950’s, I 
found this charming picture of two of his children leading calves to the Dairy, the red 
building in the background. 
 
It struck me as a wonderful picture of some of the other activities which were going on at 
Burnley besides teaching Horticulture.  Until the late 1970’s the Principal lived on site with 
his family.  In this case, Tom Kneen and his five children.  What a wonderful playground for 
them!  From the earliest days of the Burnley Gardens dairy cows were kept and prizes 
were won for their milk production.  Finally, the white building in the foreground was used 
for teaching returned soldiers for a few years under the Commonwealth Reconstruction 
Training Scheme.  The tranquil environment of Burnley was part of the healing process for 
some of those soldiers who had suffered terribly during the Second World War. 
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2018 Programme of Events 
 

Please check the website for updates:  http://www.fobg.org.au/ 
 

EVENT CODE WHEN WHO WHAT 

201801 FEBRUARY 
Wednesday 14 February 

John Patrick "Gardens of the Channel islands" 

201802 MARCH 
Tuesday 13 March 
6 pm meet in gardens 
7 pm continue in classroom 

Andrew Smith, Curator of 
Burnley gardens 

"Maintain your Garden through the 
Seasons" 

201803 APRIL 
Wednesday 11 April 
7 for 7.30 pm 

Geoff Crowhurst 

 

"Amazing Wildflowers and Interesting 
Gardens in Iran" 

201804 APRIL 
Saturday 14 April 
10.30 - 11.30 

Glenys Rose & 
Fran Mason 

Workshop:  
"Propagating Native Plants" 

n/a APRIL 
Saturday 14 April 
10.30 – 12.30 

Propagation Group PLANT SALE 

201805 MAY 
Wednesday 16 May 
In MB 11 - 7 for 7.30 pm 

Andrew Laidlaw "Guilfoyle to Gaza" 
Speaking about his work at the RBG and 
his involvement with the Gaza Project 

201806 JUNE 
Date to be advised. 

TBA Basket Weaving Workshop 

 JULY WINTER BREAK  

201807 AUGUST 
Saturday 4 August  
In PSL 6 - 10am - 1pm 

Chris England from 
Merrywood 

Winter Pruning Workshop 
in Burnley Field station 

201808 SEPTEMBER 
Tuesday 18 September, in MB 10 
6 pm for AGM, talk at 7.30 

AGM followed by well-
known horticultural identity 
Teena Crawford 

(Plant related talk) 

201809 OCTOBER 
Thursday 25 October, in MB 10 
 7 pm nibbles, 7.30 for talk 

Horticultural media star 
Jane Edmanson 

"My Life with Plants" 

201810 NOVEMBER 
Date to be confirmed 

Christmas break-up event 
Sandra McMahon 

"Colour Theory and the Colour Spectrum 
Garden at Burnley" 

201811 DECEMBER 
Saturday 1 December in PSL 6 
10am - 1 pm. 

Chris England Summer Pruning Workshop 

 

http://www.fobg.org.au/
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A Thankyou to Christina Harrison 

Christina Harrison was the editor of the Papyrus Newsletter from March 2016. 

Michèle Adler 

Christina was attending a reunion of Galapagos travellers at our place in Briagolong. Rod 

and I ran trips to the Galapagos, Cusco, Machu Picchu and the Amazon for many years.  As it 

happened, several of the travellers were also FOBG members. We had been together for 6 

weeks during our travels so we got to know each other very well.  At the reunion lunch I 

asked for help with the FOBG Committee. Chris Morrissey volunteered and Christina 

Harrison said she would do the newsletter (from afar). To distinguish the two Chris’s, Chris 

Morrissey became known as GFC Chris (Gluten Free Chris) and Chris Harrison was ABC Chris 

(Australian Born Chris) Chris.  ABC Chris is an especially good photographer but had never 

done anything as adventurous as a newsletter, so it was a steep learning curve for her.   

We thank her profusely for her work and dedication to the task. She gave us a hand when 

we were in need. 

 

 

The FOBG Committee 

Sandra McMahon  (President) 

Cheryl Andrews  (Membership Coordinator) 

Jacquie Chirgwin  (Secretary) 

Marisa Liu  (Vice President) 

Phil Horbury  (Vice President) 

Jane Wilson  (Treasurer) 

Andrea Bendrups 

Bill Cameron 

Dianne Cranston 

Chris Morrissey 

 

FOBG Contact Details 

Website:  http://www.fobg.org.au 

Email:  friends.burnley@gmail.com 

Phone:  (03) 9035-6815 

 

Postal Address: 

Friends of Burnley Gardens 

C/o Burnley Campus 

The University of Melbourne 

500 Yarra Boulevard, Richmond 3121 

 

 

 

Papyrus Editor:  Phil Horbury 

http://www.fobg.org.au/
http://www.fobg.org.au/

