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FOBG GROUP REPORTS 
 
 
BURNLEY GARDEN’S BOTANICAL ART GROUP      
     

 
Jennene Arnel 
 

 
This year, the focus for the Botanical Art Group has been to draw and paint plant material 
from Burnley Gardens.    The FOBG Committee invited the group to undertake these 
paintings for reproduction in the Burnley Gardens Designers’ book currently in production.   
Under the guidance of Andrew Smith we have carefully selected material each season, and 
slowly but surely, we are gathering a very nice collection of our work. 
 
The group meets in four week blocks on Wednesday mornings at Burnley Gardens.  Mali 
Moir continues to be our tutor.  New members, both beginners and experienced artists, are 
most welcome to join the classes. 
 
Please contact me if you would like information about the group. 
 
Jennene Arnel 
 
(mobile 0412 097 068) 
 

 



 

 
Plant Propagation Group Report April 2017                        
   

 
Glenys Rose 
 

 
 

We held a regular sale in June and a Saturday sale in August to coincide with the Field Day. 
On both occasions, we were threatened with rain and strong winds that thankfully failed to 
eventuate.   
The group has been hard at work propagating plants to replace all those sold; some of the 
benches were very bare. Our work times this semester have altered because there are 
classes running when we would usually be in the potting shed. I thank everyone for their 
adaptability and continuing enthusiasm despite the disruptions.  
After such cold winds, driving rains and heavy frosts we welcome the first blossoms and 
hope that Spring brings good health and vitality to you and your gardens. Here is a tribute to 
the daffodil. 
 

She turned to the sunlight 
And shook her yellow head, 

And whispered to her neighbour: 
“Winter is dead.” 

 
“When We Were Very Young” - A.A. Milne 

 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT                                               
 

 
Cheryl Andrews 

 
 
Since the previous edition of Papyrus, membership has dropped to 199 members, due to 35 
members not renewing their membership for the current financial year. 
 
I would like to welcome the following members who have joined since April: 
John & Pam Sharwood, Sue Hay, Georgina Ponce de Leon and Carol Henderson. 
 
At the Annual General Meeting on 13 September 2017, Jan Chamberlain was awarded Gold Life 
Membership for her outstanding, significant and meritorious involvement in the activities of the 
Friends of Burnley Gardens over many years. 
 
Outstanding Service Awards were presented to Ellie Bastow, Barb Brookes, Susie Hall and 
Julie-Ann Webster for their long term commitment and extensive contribution to the 
organisation over an extended period of time. 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3355608
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/81466.A_A_Milne


Also 10 Year Membership Certificates were given to Dianne Cranston, Robert & Ruth Lazarus, Alison 
Thom, Anne Vale, Kathryn Watty and Phillip Young for their continuing support and commitment to 
the Friends. 
 
The Committee would like to thank all these members for their achievements, contribution and 
commitment to the activities of the Friends of Burnley Gardens 
 
 

 
Archives: The Horticultural Society of Victoria                                              
 

 
Jane Wilson 

 

 
During the time that I have been a Guide and Archivist at Burnley a couple of questions have 
popped up from time to time: 

1. Did the Horticultural Society of Victoria ever have the use of land in the Botanic 

Gardens to grow plants? 

2.  Did the Horticultural Society have access to and use the Burnley site before 1860? 

I feel that we had not investigated fully the early links of the Horticultural Society of Victoria 
with the Burnley Gardens site. I have done some research trawling through the newspapers 
of the time and I think I have resolved these questions finally. 
 

As you know, the Burnley Gardens were established by the Horticultural Society of Victoria 
and opened in 1863; but the background to this starts in 1849 when a horticultural society 
was established by John Pascoe Fawkner. 

 

At the first meeting of the members of the Victoria Horticultural Society (as it was first 
called) in 1850, it was reported that His Honor Superintendant Charles La Trobe had given 
permission for the first annual exhibition of the society to be held at the Botanical Gardens.  

 According to A. P. Winzenried in our history book, “Green Grows Our Garden” (1991), it had 
been reported in the Port Phillip Herald  (which is not yet online) in 1850, that some activity 
by the society had already commenced in the Survey Paddock.  I can, however, find no 
reference to this fact in any other newspapers. 

 

Later in the same year it was reported that His Honour Mr. La Trobe promised to allow the 
society the use of some ten acres of ground for the purpose of holding shows therein, and 
for the experimental cultivation of various trees and plants, but it did not say where.  At the 
second annual meeting of the society in 1851 it was proposed that a portion of a permanent 
building be erected in the Botanic Gardens for exhibitions.  This may be where we got the 
idea that they had actually been given a plot at the Botanical Gardens. 

 

However, it was reported that at a meeting in 1853 to revive the Society, (which had  been 
severely affected by the gold rush with numbers of attendees declining), that 
Superintendent La Trobe had already granted 14 acres in the Police Paddock opposite the 



Botanic Gardens and it was proposed that a glass exhibition building be erected.  I think the 
reporter had not realised  that the land grant had not actually been gazetted. 

 

Lee Andrews, in her article, “The Mystery of the Cottage in Burnley Park,”_ explains that 
two large reserves were set aside: one for the Surveyers’ horses and bullocks, known as the 
Survey Paddock,  and one, known as the Government Paddock which was divided into the 
Government Paddock No. 2 and adjoining and to its immediate west, the smaller Police 
Magistrate’s Paddock or Government Paddock No. 1.  The Survey Paddock was in a bend of 
the Yarra River in what became Richmond and the Government Paddock was in what 
became East Melbourne. Government Paddock No. 2 was later called the Richmond Police 
Paddock (which is confusing but the borders of Richmond and East Melbourne had probably 
not been defined then).  Government Paddock No. 1 became part of Flinders Park (where 
the sports venues are now). The Survey Paddock was gazetted as Richmond Park in May 
1862. There was much confusion over their names and where they were.  These names and 
others were used interchangeably not only by the public but also government departments. 

 

 
Map of the city of Melbourne and its extension: together with Collingwood, Richmond, Hawthorne, the Emerald Hill and a 
portion of Prahan/ compiled from the government plans and private survey by William Green.  Obtained from the State 
Library of Victoria. (Out of copyright) 

 

 

 

This map shows the Survey Paddock on the lower right, the Government Paddocks No. 1 
and No. 2 in the lower centre and the Botanic Gardens immediately below that on the other 
side of the river. 



 

In a report of the final meeting of the Victoria Horticultural Society in 1856_ the mystery 
was solved for me.  There had been an official letter on 23.05.1851 from Superintendent La 
Trobe which granted 13 acres of the Government Paddock to the Society.  Redmond Barry 
had undertaken to draw up the lease but the land was never conveyed. I believe that had 
the grant been gazetted it would have been in Government Paddock No. 2 (Richmond Police 
Paddock). 

 

The last exhibition put on by the Victoria Horticultural Society had been in February 1854 
and the last committee meeting in June 1854. Numbers of members and attendees had 
dwindled to a very few. It appears the society had been given the use of the Lodge in the 
Botanic Gardens for exhibitions in the preceding year or two. 

 

It was decided to wind down the Victoria Horticultural Society and transfer the remaining 
funds to a new society called the Horticultural Society of Victoria.  The use of the the Lodge 
would no longer be available. 

 

 There is no mention of the society ever having done any planting anywhere, only holding 
exhibitions in the Botanic Gardens.  It also appears that access to the Survey Paddock would 
have been difficult without permission.  There are lots of notices in the newspapers about 
people being prosecuted for making use of it. 

 

     After 1857 the Horticultural Society of Victoria’s exhibitions were held in tents at the 
Botanic Gardens and a deputation was finally formed in 1860 to obtain a permanent grant 
of land in the Survey Paddock.  

 
At the annual general meeting of the society in January 1861 it was reported that:_ 
“The committee, finding difficulty in obtaining subscriptions, judged that the benefits of 

membership were not adequate inducement for joining the society, and to remedy this, as 
well as to extend the effectiveness of the society the committee determined to establish a 
horticultural and experimental garden. 

“ A special committee, consisting of Messrs. T. Cole, Dallachy, and Scott, were deputed to select 
the best available site for such a garden; and their opinion was unanimously in favor of a 
particular portion of the Survey Paddock, Richmond. 

 “ In July Ist, application for a grant of the land was made to the Government by the society, 
aided by the municipal councils and influential residents of the neighboring municipalities of 
Richmond, Prahran, Hawthorne, and Boroondara. 

 “ After considerable delay, occasioned through changes in the Department of Land and Works, 
the society have, at length, obtained from the Government a grant of the land applied for, 
25 acres in extent, admirably suited for  experimental and horticultural purposes, and it is 
now proposed to widely increase the usefulness of the society, and thereby enable the 
members to derive the greatest possible advantages available from associated action.” 

 
 
 



 

 
This is a plan of the first design by Alfred Lynch for the site in the Survey Paddock for the 
Horticultural Society of Victoria in 1860.  It was known as the Experimental Gardens at the 
time.  It shows its position in the Survey paddock in the small inset B92,632.   

University of Melbourne Archives 

 
 
 



 
 
    I believe that the Survey Paddock (Richmond Park from 1862) was chosen as an alternative 

to the site previously chosen by Superintendent La Trobe (who, by then, had returned to 
England).  The site had better soil and it had the support of the Richmond and Hawthorn 
Councils. 

 
      My conclusion is: 
1. The Victoria Horticultural Society/Horticultural Society of Victoria never had land at the 

Botanic Gardens for the use of growing plants, only to hold exhibitions. 
2. The Victoria Horticultural Society/Horticultural Society of Victoria did not have official 

access to the part of the Survey Paddock where the Burnley Gardens now stand until 1860. 
 

1. The Argus 07.01.1850 

2. Port Phillip Herald 03.01.1850 

3. Melbourne Morning Herald 10.08.1850 

4. The Melbourne Daily News 16.01.1851 

5. The Argus 26.08.1853 

6. The Age 26.11.1856 

          7.  ‘The Mystery of the Cottage in Burnley Park’, Provenance: The Journal of Public Record 
Office Victoria, issue no. 12, 2013. ISSN 1832-2522. Copyright © Lee Andrews 

         8.    Victorian Farmers Journal and Gardeners Chronicle 12.01.1861  
  
 

 

 
Burnley guides                                              
 

 
Judith Scurfield 

 
 

The group of Guides who take tours through Burnley Gardens continues to be active, 
though some members have had to take a less active part this year, due to illness or injury.  
Those taking tours regularly or occasionally are Michele Adler, Barb Brookes, Robin 
Calabrese, Jean Corbett, Chris Morrissey, Judith Scurfield, Jane Wilson, and Andrew Smith as 
Gardens Manager.  Occasionally, it’s “all hands on deck” for large groups, such as the tours 
planned for the Australian Garden History Society Conference in October this year. 
Tours in 2017 have been for Murrindindi East U3A, San Remo Garden Club, Maranoa House 
early dementia sufferers’ group, Deepdene U3A, Swinburne University ESL students, and 
Friends of Buninyong Botanic Gardens. Numbers in the groups may be anything between 7 
and 45, and their interests may be specific to Burnley, or to the local environment, they may 
be interested in gardens in general, or even in plant groups such as Australian natives, or 
roses, or camellias. They may even just want a lovely morning out, and where better to 
spend it than here at Burnley? 
 



To help us as guides better understand public gardens and how to present them to interest 
groups, we try to visit a few gardens ourselves, and this year have been to two: “Raheen” in 
Kew (not a public garden, but a very large and impressive private one, with Sadie Jenkin, a 
past Burnley student, as Head Gardener), and the Camellia Collection at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens – see Jane Wilson’s article and photographs below. 
 
New members of the Guides group are welcome; the training is not arduous, but always 
interesting, and the members of the group are very friendly.  If you would like further 
information, or know of a group who might like to visit Burnley for a tour (at the modest 
cost of $8 per head), please contact Jane Wilson. 
 
 

Guides Visit to the Royal Botanic Gardens Camellia Collection    Jane Wilson 
 

 
On August 3rd a group of Burnley Guides joined the Lyceum Club Garden Circle at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens to be shown some of the RBGV’s collection of Camellias by Jenny Happell. 
Jenny is an acknowledged expert on Camellias and has been working with the Camellia 
Collection at the RBGV for 20 years.  They have 950 different species and cultivars in their 
collection. Many are old Australian, Asian and European cultivars and some date back to 
1875.  In 1996 the collection was named the Australian National Reference Collection by the 
Australian Camellia Research Society. 
 
Jenny first explained the difference between species camellias and cultivars and showed us 
examples of some of the different types of camellias.  A species is a naturally occurring wild 
plant.  A cultivar is one that has been bred from that plant. Hence the term “cultivar” which 
means cultivated variety.  What was particularly interesting was showing us a species and 
then the types of cultivars developed from them. 
 

 
Camellia reticulata  the species from Yunnan Province S W China 

 

 



 
Camellia reticulata 'Captain Rawes' - a cultivar (photo American Camellia Society) 

 

 
We then headed out into the gardens to look at some of Jenny’s favourites.  We were 
familiar with some of them but each one she showed us had a story.  Most of us are familiar 
with the leaf shapes of sasanquas, japonicas and reticulatas, but Jenny showed us one with 
very long leaves (Can someone to help me with the name of this one?) and a yellow one 
with leaves that felt like plastic.   
 
 
 

 
Camellia nitidissima a species from southern Guangxi China.  It has 

waxy flowers and leaves that feel like plastic 

 

 
There was one with a twisted zigzag-shaped end – Camellia japonica ‘Kingyo-Tsubaki.’ 
Kingyo means goldfish in Japanese and Tsubaki is the Japanese word for camellia. 
 



 
Camellia japonica – ‘Kingyo-Tsubaki’ a very old Japanese cultivar 

 

 
Jenny mentioned that camellias often produce mutations or sports and showed us some 
camellias that have named genetic mutations or sports. She explained that these particular 
camellias produce these (now) named sports which look similar to their parent but have 
different colours. This is due to the different cultivars which were used to produce the 
parent cultivar that subsequently spontaneously mutated at the end of a branch.  An 
example is Camellia japonica ‘Betty Sheffield Coral’ which is a sport of C.j. ‘Betty Sheffield’, 
or C.j. ‘C.M. Wilson’ which is a sport of C.j. ‘Elegans’. 
 
I went back a few weeks later to get some photos and found this one: 
 

 
Camellia japonica 'Angela Cocchi'. It seemed that almost every flower on this one was a different colour.  It would be good 

one for someone to work on as a propagator 

 



Jenny also told us that many of the new cultivars being developed have much smaller and 
often fragrant flowers as these suit smaller gardens. The species Camellia rosiflora is often a 
parent of these. 
 

 
Camellia rosiflora a species camellia from China 

 

 
I strongly suggest a visit to the RBGV around August to see their spectacular collection 

 
 
“Weeds.  Plants and People” by John Dwyer is now for 
sale                                    

 
       Jane Wilson 

 
In our last Newsletter Jan Chamberlain wrote a detailed 
description of a talk Dr John Dwyer gave to the FOBG on his 
research writing a book, ‘Weeds.  Plants and People’  
This book is now available for sale: 
 
Dr John Dwyer wants to change the way we care for our 
environment, how we connect with nature, and what we think and 
do about weeds. 
 
After some 40 years practising and teaching law, 20 of them as a 
Queen’s Counsel at the Victorian Bar, John enrolled at the Burnley 
College of Horticulture.  He found that he had a real interest in the 
field and went on to complete a PhD on weeds in Victorian 
landscapes.  He has published widely on garden history, 
landscapes, our relationship with nature, and weeds. 
 
From the Foreword: “John argues that our definition of a weed is 
weak, inconsistently applied and often emotive.  He describes 
weed phobia as the state where we, mostly irrationally, fear these pervasive plants.  The 
threat posed by weeds has been often exaggerated, he argues, and the control measures 
can do more harm than good.  The over-zealous use of herbicides is of particular concern.’ 
 

John speaking to FOBG about his research 



Professor Tim Entwistle, Director and Chief Executive Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, 
writing in the foreword says: 

 
 “Weeds. Plants and People” does more than rage against what John sees as a botanical, 
cultural and philosophical injustice.  This book is a celebration of weeds and of their 
individuality.  Each one has its own story:  of naming, of its appearance in victuals or verse, 
and almost always of an intriguing journey through time and space.” 

 
The RRP for the book is $49.95 and copies may be purchased from the RBG shop, the 
National Trust shop, Ceres, The Hill of Content, etc.  John will sell directly to members of 
FOBG at the discounted price of $44.95 (P & P included).  Email: 
thedwyers@ozemail.com.au  
 

 

 

 
 
The book’s front cover shows a picture of 1 square metre of weeds on a Mount Eliza cliff 
top. There are 22 different species in the photo but these are now long gone which 
demonstrates the ephemeral nature of weeds.  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:thedwyers@ozemail.com.au


 

Facebook                                                                       Sascha Andrusiak 

 

 
There are 199 member of FOBG and 129 member on facebook.  You don’t have 
to be a mathematician to compute that not all members look at facebook.  You 
are missing out on a treat.  Sascha Andrusiak shares her enjoyment at reading 
and contributing to facebook.    

 
The friends of Burnley Facebook page is a novel way to connect with 
those of us truly passionate about horticulture.  Not only can you 
keep informed about Friends of Burnley Gardens workshops, plant 
sales, specialist nurseries and breakthroughs in horticultural science, 
but you can connect with likeminded people and expand your 
horticultural horizons. 
  
The stars of Burnley past and present are at your fingertips through 

the page and provide a valuable collective consciousness of fabulous horticultural 
knowledge.  
Contributors include Michele Adler (ex Burnley lecturer and radio gardening show 
personality), Jill Kellow (involved in building the extensive Burnley Plant Guide) and Melanie 
Conomikes (now running the Understory Network Nursery in Hobart). Current staff 
members also offer updates on what is happening at Burnley, and what is blooming and in 
season! The page is a nexus of great plant loving minds! 
  
Join our Facebook page and get your digitally native hands dirty! 
 

  

Meet Another Member        Jill Kellow 
 
 
Jill was born at Windemere hospital in Armadale, Melbourne, in 1943. After day-dreaming through 
an uneventful childhood in Morwell, Gippsland, and enjoying what she believes to be a very good 
secondary education at Morwell High School, where she met her future husband, she graduated in 
1965 with a BA from Monash University, which was then in its fourth year.  Jill and Bob married in 
1965, and their two children Matthew and Alison were born in 1967 and 1969 (the year that Neil 
Armstrong walked on the moon).  When Bob obtained a job at Channel 7 in Canberra, the family 
spent four interesting years there during the run up to the election of the Whitlam government.   
 
With Majors in Philosophy and English, Jill did not feel well qualified to earn a living, and began to 
undertake part time work in nursing homes to supplement the family income. When Bob was first 
diagnosed with high blood pressure Jill decided that she needed to be serious about earning a living, 
and enrolled in the two-year Associate Diploma in Horticulture at Burnley. After graduating, she was 
fortunate to be offered a job as a technician at the beautiful Burnley Campus, where she worked 
very happily for almost 20 years, beginning in 1987. In 1988-9 Jill upgraded her qualifications by 
completing a Graduate Diploma in Horticulture. She was most surprised when on a student 



excursion with the subject Environmental Horticulture, the group visited Windemere Hospital to see 
a very large and impressive Angophora costata.  Her fellow students wanted to know if the tree was 
there when she was born, and how big it was then! In 1991 Jill began teaching Tree Identification in 
the Level IV Certificate in Arboriculture at Burnley. This was wonderful fun and extremely satisfying.  
She went on to teach Plant Identification in the Associate Diploma, Bachelor of Horticulture and 
Graduate Diploma, while at the same time working on the Burnley Plant Guide, which is now an on-
line plant database used by the current students at Burnley. Jill retired in 2006, but continues to 
work on the BPG as an Honorary Fellow of the University, and is involved in several local Friends 
groups around Eltham, which involves plenty of weeding.  Her experience with the BPG enabled her 
to take on the task of setting up and maintaining the FOBG website, which is good fun, and means 
she can contribute to the FOBG while working from home.   
 
Jill’s work on the identification database began in 1987 when as a technician she would take lecturer 
James Hitchmough’s handwritten notes to the typists.  After 2 years 900 were collated and bound 
into folders that were purchased by the students.  When computer technology improved, but not 
sufficiently to convert the computer program from the Word document.  All the italic formatting was 
lost and it was Jill who typed it all up by hand. 
 
Jill is another of the FOBG members whose indefatigable work, enthusiasm and dedication makes 
the group such a success for all. 
See Jan Chamberlain’s review of Jill’s talk below. 

 
 

 

 

FOBG TALKS 
 

 

Kokedama Workshop  with Tanja Beer on 6 May 2017               Michèle Adler 

 
 
 “We get bogged down with numbers and logistics rather than 
engaging with each other and making sustainability fun” says 
International artist and University of Melbourne Design lecturer 
Tanja Beer. She has been interested in Japanese design since she 
was about 7 years old and she sees it as a way of connecting 
people to nature.  So, after an introduction that included visuals of 
several different community installations that Tanja has led, we 
started off our Kokedama workshop, that is, making Japanese moss 
balls and hanging gardens.  Tanja explained that Kokedama is a 
temporary art form that lives for a short period and then goes back 
to the earth. 

 
 
Tanja mentioned that it was important that the materials used are all sustainable – the 
moss for the ball exterior is local and was harvested by Michèle Adler from her property in 
Gippsland.  It was then grown on in the Burnley greenhouse by Sascha Andrusiak to be 
ready for our project.  Tanja explained that she preferred not to use sphagnum moss 
because it’s not sustainable. The string that we used was natural fibre and the plants were 



provided and grown for us from the Burnley nursery.  The process was fairly straightforward 
– after we were shown how. 
 
Strings were laid out in a bowl. Then moss lined the bowl and a plant was placed in the 
centre. The whole was formed into a ball shape and initially wrapped up in hemp. Then the 
ball was decorated with a coloured twine of the participant’s choice. The result was 
spectacular with people using different plants and colours. The variety of greens in the 
plants was complemented with the varieties of coloured strings. It looked fantastic. 
 
After care of the Kokedama ball includes dunking the ball in a bucket of water every few 
days to keep it moist and returning it to its source (the earth) when its time is over. 
It was a fun way to connect with others, to create a living piece of art and to consider 
aspects of  sustainability. 

                           

 
The finished product.  Every’ ball’ is an example of one's own artisitic creativity 

 
 
 

Plants, Plants, Plants (or Milk Bottle to Megapixels)          Jan Chamberlain     
  
 
Jill Kellow, Honorary at the University of Melbourne, ex-Burnley lecturer and garden 
designer spoke at the AGM about the Burnley Plant Guide (BPG). The BPG is a searchable 
database of plant information that started as a teaching tool in plant identification classes at 
Burnley. It contains 2712 species / cultivars divided into three major groups, and covers 
south-east Australia and similar climate zones. There are 2494 landscape garden plants, 88 
wild plants and 129 weeds in the BPG (invasive plants have an invasiveness rating rather 
than being listed as weeds.) It also has a comprehensive, illustrated glossary of the botanical 
terms used the text. 
 
The plant names used in the guide typically come from online Flora websites (such as 
VICFLORA https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/ , the Australian Plant Census, 
http://www.anbg.gov.au/chah/apc/index.html, NSW Flora Online,   
http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/floraonline.htm), and various northern hemisphere 

https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/
http://www.anbg.gov.au/chah/apc/index.html
http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/floraonline.htm)


websites, such as The Plant List http://www.theplantlist.org/, the Missouri Botanic Gardens, 
Kew Gardens, and on-line floras such as the Flora of China.   The plant descriptions in the 
BPG are derived from various sources, including the original class notes of then lecturer 
James Hitchmough (Now Professor Hitchmough 
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/landscape/staff/profiles/jhitchmough/profilepub) and online 
Flora websites, text books and the authors of the BPG, while the cultural notes are derived 
from authoritative texts, websites and the experience and knowledge of the authors and 
reviewers. The plant category allocations were based on the judgement of the authors and 
reviewers. 
 
There are 7692 images and 2712 thumbnail sketches in the guide. Each plant is illustrated by 
at least one image, and would ideally have a photograph of its natural habitat, landscape 
context, plant form and details of leaves, flowers, fruit/cones and buds; some have all of 
these. The images in the database came from staff collections, student assignments, and 
former students, as well as those taken more recently specifically for the project. (All 10,404 
images haves been individually photoshop manipulated by Jill!) 
 
HISTORY 
 
In 1980s plant identification classes, plant samples were placed in any handy container (milk 
bottles were known to be used) and a page with all the details about that plant was placed 
next to it for students to copy by hand. These sheets were eventually typed up, and became 
the basis of the BPG. In 1990, the Victorian College of Agriculture and Horticulture received 
a grant from TAFE to establish a computer-based plant identification teaching aid. The result 
was a D-base database, which was eventually converted to a Filemaker database by staff 
member Kevin Blaze, first published in 2000.  The current on-line database is the work of 
Burnley staff and staff at Learning Environments at Parkville.   
 
The Burnley Plant Guide is special because:  

 it is Australian, dealing with Australian conditions, which are often very different from 
those in the northern hemisphere, where much horticultural information comes from, 
e.g.  the Missouri Botanical Garden Plant Finder 

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/plantfinder/plantfindersearch.aspx 

 it is peer reviewed.  

 and most importantly, it uses plant tolerances as the basis of plant selection, following 
the approach of lecturer James Hitchmough, who turned the usual approach to plant 
selection upside down, using plant tolerances rather than what a plant “likes” best. 

 
At the moment, the Burnley plant guide can only be accessed by University of Melbourne 
staff and students at https://bpg.unimelb.edu.au/login.jsp.   An iPhone app is available, and 
work on an app for Android is under way.  We hope it will not be too long before the BPG is 
available for the public. 
 
 

 

http://www.theplantlist.org/
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/landscape/staff/profiles/jhitchmough/profilepub)
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/plantfinder/plantfindersearch.aspx
https://bpg.unimelb.edu.au/login.jsp


 
Jill with CD of BPG and er! milk bottle!  We have come a long way since the 1980s. 

 
 

 
Winter pruning – Burnley Field Day August 2017 
                                              

 
Michele Adler 

 
 

Fruit tree pruning sessions are now a regular part of our 
FOBG calendar. Chris England from Merrywood plants 
(and a Burnley graduate from the TAFE programme from 
times past) is the instructor, ably helped by Andrew Smith 
and Michèle Adler). This year we combined a number of 
activities into the Burnley Field Day which has been such a 
success in the past. 
 
Chris conducted a session on General Fruit Tree pruning in 
the morning and there were even a few repeat pruners 
who simply desired a little further reinforcement. After 
some theory and a demonstration in the classroom, we 

had the mandatory morning tea, followed by some hands-
on pruning in the Field Station.   
 

This year Chris covered olives, nectarines, peaches, plums and apples and the participants 
always have the opportunity to ‘have a go’.  Many started off pruning tentatively but by the 
end of the morning they were pruning like champions.   
Andrew showed us the exceptional progress of some pear trees that had been cut back 
severely last year.  These pruning sessions are extremely valuable in showing the results 
from previous pruning years, such as how to restore trees that have been unpruned for 

Chris amongst the olive trees in the Field 
Station, demonstrating fruiting wood 



several years, how to regularly maintain fruit trees, how to prune for espalier and how to 
recognise the difference between flowering (fruiting) and vegetative buds.   
We are so fortunate to have the old Burnley orchard for all these learning experiences and 
also to have the continuity of Chris England’s and Andrew Smith’s expertise. It’s GOLD. 
 
Don’t miss Chris’ next  Summer Pruning fruit tree session on Saturday 2 December, 10 am 
– 1 pm.   
Just by the way, summer pruning is even more important than winter pruning. Chris will 
cover citrus and apricots during the summer session as well as other fruit trees. 
Members can book in now for the Summer session. Don’t wait – the winter pruning 
session was oversubscribed and some people missed out.  Book at 
friends.burnley@gmail.com or leave a message at our office 9035 6815. 
 
Merrywood Plants provides espalier trees to the horticultural industry.  Note that he is a 
wholesale supplier only. You may like to get some inspiration from his website 
http://www.merrywoodplants.com.au 
 
 

 
Chris & the attentive cohort learning where to prune for 
maximum fruit 

 

 
 Andrew Smith Garden's Manager shows the remarkable 
growth of the pear tree that severely cut back 

 

 
 

Truffles Seminar with Noel  Fitzpatrck                                   Michèle Adler 
 

 
 

As part of our FOBG Burnley Field Day on 5 August, we 
conducted a Truffle Seminar in the afternoon. There were 20 
participants, mainly people who were interested in setting up 
a truffle farm.  Interestingly all the seminar members were 
visitors, so it was good to have attracted a new crowd. 
 
Well- known Victorian truffle grower and former TAFE 
Burnley graduate, Noel Fitzpatrick gave a fabulous 

 
Noel Fitzpatrick Truffle Consultant 

 

mailto:friends.burnley@gmail.com
http://www.merrywoodplants.com.au/


presentation.  Noel has also travelled to Europe on a Churchill fellowship to study truffles 
and bring back his knowledge to Australia.  He mentioned that truffles have been a 
European delicacy for many centuries. In times past pigs dug them up and then people 
recognised that they were edible. They were considered to be aphrodisiacs (great 
marketing, n’est pas?) but they were banned in the Dark Ages for hundreds of years until 
the Renaissance.  These days, in France, Spain and Italy, there is great ceremony associated 
with them.  Part of the reason that they are so expensive is that they are very labour 
intensive to harvest. 
 
What are truffles? 
Truffles are a symbiosis between certain tree roots and a fungus, which is an 
ectomycorrhizal fungus. However, out of the hundreds that exist, only a handful are good 
for culinary use. 
For example,  
1. White truffle, Italian Truffle = T. magnatum. 
 This is the most expensive. We are unable to grow it in Australia a – it sells for $9000 per 
kilo.  Not much is known about it.  
2. Another white truffle is Bianchetto truffle = T. borchii. It is starting to be grown in 
Australia.  
It brings about $3 – 400 per Kg. 
3. Summer Truffle = T. aestivum. 
It is harvested in late summer/early autumn.   
4. Black Truffle, French Black, Périgord, Black Diamond = T. melanosporum. It is the 
most widely grown. About 15 tonnes are grown in Australia per year.  They bring $3 -4,000 
per kilo. It is the second most valuable truffle. 
The French Black is the most highly regarded.  The others are not so special because they 
grow everywhere in Europe but not so in Australia. 
 
The Life cycle of the French Black Truffle has been elusive until the last 5 years. 
.   in spring the mature truffles break down, disperse viable spore into the soil. 
.   spores near to the host roots, detect the rood exudates triggering germination. 
.   spores germinate into hyphae/mycelium to colonise the soil & form mycorrhizae with fine 
roots 
.  truffle primordia initially forms in late October – early November. We now know (recently, 
from knowledge gained from Infrared scanning technique) that this can continue to form 
until autumn through summer if conditions are right. 
 
In summer, truffle is growing at its peak in (late January/February). If we have a very hot 
summer, there will probably be a low harvest in the autumn.  Irrigation needs to be 
monitored.  In autumn, truffles still have a russet appearance. They are not yet ripe 
In winter, the truffles are maturing, becoming black. Aromas develop.  Not all truffles 
mature at the same time, beginning mid-June, ending in August. 
 
Natural Habitat and growing conditions 
In Europe they grow naturally in latitudes 40 – 47 degrees north, 100 -1000m above sea 
level.  They prefer poor soil, marginal land, deep limestone. Optimum pH = 7.6 – 8.  The soil 
needs to be free-draining and well aerated with well-defined structure.  Clay content should 



be about 25%. If the soil is too heavy, or compacted, the truffles will rot.  Temperatures are 
important - cool winters 2 – 6 degrees, reasonably warm summers, average 26 degrees 
without sustained periods of heat. 
 
Species selection 
Noel has found that for Australia, the best host plant is Holly Oak (Quercus. ilex) – it is easy 
to maintain, with regard to size and shape. It is tough and tolerant of a range of conditions.  
This is the preferred species.  It can be pruned/hedged. It is the only species used in Spain. 
Quercus. robur ‘Fastigiata’ (maintains good shape) and Hazelnut (Corylus avellana) are also 
possible hosts.  Noel says that Australia now has certification. There is only 1 nursey in 
Australia Trufficulture In Gembrook, who put their trees up for scrutiny. Minimum infection 
with the fungus should be 30%. 
 
As the seminar progressed Noel talked about the relatively young truffle industry in Europe.  
When, in the 1970’s people discovered that they could successfully inoculate trees with 
truffle spore, the truffle industry started to “blossom”. Spain is the world leader in truffle 
research and the Spanish produce more than anywhere else in the world. 
 
In Australia 
Truffles were first put into the ground in 1990’s in Tasmania & WA.  In New Zealand, they 
were able to get truffles within 6 years – amazingly quickly. First truffles were harvested in  
Australia in 1999. I wonder if the New Zealanders will market them as Kiwi Black Gold 
(tongue-in-cheek), as they have the Kiwi fruit (actually Chinese) and other botanical 
wonders. 
 
The Australian Truffle Growers Association started in 2006.  There was much that was 
unknown; a lot of secrecy and the need for collaboration and discussion. Farms are now 
established in ACT, NSW, Vic, Tas.  Now, the industry is well established and respected 
globally.  We export to many countries. The export market is developing.  Our local sales are 
to restaurants etc. but that market is small.  However, Australia is the 4th largest producer in 
the world, producing in the European off-season.  This is because we can push the growing 
boundaries somewhat. 
 
Truffle tasting 
After all the formal information was ‘absorbed’, and would-be truffle growers deliberating 
on the complexities of it all, it was time to repair to the student’s café for some afternoon 
tea, which of course involved truffle tasting.  
Truffle devotee Susan Burns (a colleague of Noel’s and Burnley graduate) had prepared a 
feast for us.  There was truffle oil, truffle infused camembert (interesting), truffle leek and 
potato soup (yum), truffle chocolates (yum yum) and lots of truffle ideas.     We could also 
purchase fresh truffles at a discount on the day.  I took some home and we had truffled 
mashed potatoes that night!  All-in-all, it was a great day. Thanks to Noel Fitzpatrick, Susan 
Burns, FOBG helpers Jane Wilson and Andrea Bendrups and Michèle Adler. 
 
Noel Fitzpatrick sells truffles in season at the Prahran Market or on-line at 
www.farmhousedirect.com.au/gippslandtruffles 
 

http://www.farmhousedirect.com.au/gippslandtruffles


 
Ripe camembert infused with truffle and crackers 

 
Susan Burns (with Noel) has prepared leek and truffle soup 

 
Truffle on scales we could purchase on the day 

 
Truffle chocolate - Yum! 

 
 

 
2017 PROGRAMME OF EVENTS  
 

 

WHEN WHO WHAT 
 
October 
Saturday 7 
5.30 pm Members free 

/ visitors $15 
Bookings essential 

 

 
of our first 20 years at FOBG. 
 
Dr Greg Moore, FOBG Patron 

Former principal of Burnley, 
Arboriculturist and researcher 

 

 
Drones, the busy bees for arborists and 
gardeners 

Exactly 20 years ago 15 people had a meeting 
together that changed the support basis for the 
Burnley Gardens. 
Our Patron, Greg Moore was one of the 
founding group of FOBG. He will speak to us on 
emerging technology that can be used to great 
gardening advantage. 

 
October 
Saturday 21 
10 am – 12 pm. 
All materials supplied 
Price tba Bookings 
essential 
 

 
Sascha Andrusiak,  

Burnley Nursery 
 
Sascha is one of the driving 
forces at the Burnley Nursery 
(University of Melbourne, 
Burnley    Campus). 
She is responsible for the 
lovely living art around the 
Campus. You’ve almost 
certainly seen her around. 

                

 

 
Branches of Bromeliads workshop 
Sascha will weave her magic once more for you 
to create the “perfect, minimum water living 
sculpture” on a branch encrusted with lichen. 

celebration 



 
November 
Saturday 19 10.45 – 
3pm 
Price: $35 (members) 

$45 (non-members). 
Includes picnic lunch, 
tea, coffee, water, 
guided commentary 
whilst on board.  
BYO extra drinks, hats, 
sunscreen.  
Bookings essential. 

 
Christmas gathering. 
Yarra River Cruise from Herring 
Island to Melbourne City and 
back.   

 
Gardens from the Yarra – an unexpected 
vista  
The river boat will pick us up at the floating 
dock at Herring Island. We cruise along the 
river, with commentary, past Como, luxury 
properties, the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Government House, Melbourne Park, the MCG 
and Olympic Park, Alexandra Gardens and 
Birrarung Mar.    
Delicious Dianne will make us a picnic lunch for 
the cruise. 
Once in the city we will visit the Art Gallery’s 
secret garden and/or Birrarung Mar as time 
permits. We return by riverboat back to Herring 
Island  at 3 pm. 
 

 
December  
Saturday 2 10-1pm 
Price: Members $50.  

Non-members $65. 
(incl. morning tea). 
Payment in advance by 
cheque or EFT. 
PSL 6 Burnley Campus 
 

 

 
Chris England Pruning 
Workshop 

Chris grew espaliers as a hobby.  
This hobby blossomed into a 
business creating formal and 
informal espaliers – Merrywood 
Plants.  Chris now sends his high 
quality espaliers all over Australia.   

 

Hands-on workshop. Small group. For beginners or 
as a refresher for more experienced pruners. 
Please bring cleaned secateurs.  All plant 

material supplied.  
Dress:  Please wear closed shoes (health and 

safety requirement). 
 

 

 
Plant sales to be 
advised throughout 
the year. 

 

 
Plant sales 

 
A range of native, exotic and produce plants 
for sale 

See website for plant list www.fobg.org.au 
Cash sales ONLY 

 

 

 
Booking is essential for all events. 
 
 friends.burnley@gmail.com   or Tel:  9035 6815   
 
Payment Details: PAYMENT by EFT   ***Please notate with your name*** 
 

BSB 063420 
Account No = 10018095       Account name = Friends of Burnley   Gardens Inc. 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.fobg.org.au/
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