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PRESIDENT’S REPORT                                                                    Michèle Adler 
 

 
It’s spring and change is in the air. 
 
1. New Committee members. 
At our AGM in September we were fortunate to have a re-shuffle of the FOBG Committee – 
some folk retiring and new people putting up their hand for a ’tour of duty’. Thank you to all 
the new volunteers and welcome to new president Sandra McMahon who stepped up from 
her previous position of Vice! 
 
A great big thank you for the tireless work of Committee this last year.  It was a struggle at 
times when people were absent, on holiday, working or attending to family matters, and 
there didn’t seem to be enough to do the jobs. Yet, we still achieved an enormous amount.  
In particular I want to thank Jane Wilson and Cheryl Andrews who always seemed to pick up 
the pieces when it was needed.  Thank you also to Secretary Ruth Lazarus who is retiring.  
 
2. Garden works are happening 
When you have time, take a stroll down to the Sunken Garden to see what is happening to 
the Wisteria Arbor.  FOBG have contributed to the new structure. 
 
3. The Burnley Book Project 
Andrew Smith, Jane Wilson and I have finished work on the manuscript and it is ready to 
proceed to the next stage of editing and preparing the book for publication.  
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4. New Campus brochure 
 A new brochure has been produced by the University with input from Andrew Smith.  It 
contains a large 3D map of the campus. Pick up one of the brochures from Reception next 
time you are visiting. 
I am also pleased to report that we held a very successful Burnley Field Day in August with 
workshops on Pruning (with Chris England) and Truffle Growing (with Noel Fitzpatrick), 
supplemented with one of our Plant sales. The campus was again buzzing with volunteers, 
workshoppers and plantaholics. 
 
Still to come: 

•  on Saturday 7 October is our 20 year CELEBRATION event. It’s free for members.  
It’s our way of saying thank you for all the support that you have given over the years.  
You’ll be able to meet and talk to the people who set up the FOBG all those years ago. It will 
be 20 years to the day that FOBG started. 
• The Burnley Guides are hosting a huge number of visitors (about 200) from the 
Australian Garden History conference at the end of October. 
• Don’t forget our Christmas Cruise on the Yarra on Sunday 19 November. Details 
follow. 
• And our final 2 workshops – Branches of Bromeliads on 21 October with Sascha 
Andrusiak from the Burnley Nursery and  Summer Pruning with Chris England of Merrywood 
Plants on  2 December. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to let you know that I am retiring as President. I am pleased 
to be passing the baton to former graduate and dux of her course, Sandra McMahon, and a 
new and lively, energetic committee with fresh ideas and enthusiasm. I see exciting and 
productive times ahead as FOBG continues to work to preserve this most precious of assets 
– the Burnley Gardens. 
PS. I won’t be far away. I’m still working on the Burnley Book and other things !! 
We started the year in style. This is our 20th year of operation and it’s is going to be a great 
one. 
 
 

NEWS 
 
The New Committee                                                             Jan Chamberlain 
 
 
At the AGM two people stepped off the committee. Our now long serving President Michèle 
Adler who has done an astounding job guiding FOBG and organising the events program for 
many years (more on that in a later newsletter) will be spending more time in Briagolong. 
Also, Ruth Lazarus is heading for the country and will no longer perform the duties of 
secretary.  
 
We are grateful to Jacquie Chirgwin, Marisa Liu, Phil Horbury and Bill Cameron who 
nominated to fill these positions and were all elected unopposed. Andrea Bendrups had 
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previously been co-opted onto the committee and has been doing a fabulous job taking 
minutes. We also have two Vice Presidents! 
 
 
The FOBG Committee is now: 
President: Sandra McMahon 
Treasurer: Jane Wilson 
Secretary: Jacquie Chirgwin 
Vice President(s): Marisa Liu and Phil Horbury  
Ordinary members:  
Andrea Bendrups 
Christine Morrissey 
Dianne Cranston 
Cheryl Andrews 
Bill Cameron 
 

 
 
 
 
As luck would have it there was one flower that couldn't be identified.  

The photo shows Michele, Chris Morrissey, Sandra McMahon (new President) and Jacquie Chirgwin puzzling 
over the flowers. 

 
Photo by Jan Chamberlain 
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The Formation of FOBG                                    Dr Gregory Moore 
  

         

On our 20th anniversary, Greg Moore who was there at 
the beginning, reminds us of the vital role the FOBG 
has played in protecting and promoting Burnley 
Gardens. 

The first meeting of the Friends of Burnley Gardens was 
called at a difficult time in Burnley's history. The college 
and the gardens seemed to be under existential threats 
- real, potential and perhaps imagined! It was at a time 
of difficult relations with the University of Melbourne 
and the State government was taking an interest in 
selling off the Department of Agriculture controlled site 
that we shared at Burnley. 

There were genuine concerns about whether Burnley would survive and equally grave 
concerns about whether there were plans to sell off part or all of the college grounds. The 
FOBG was formed to keep a watching brief on the college and grounds and to provide a 
voice to advocate for their retention and protection. For those working at Burnley at the 
time, it was wonderful to have such a show of support and to have people who were willing 
to speak up in support of our Burnley. 

Over the following years, the FOBG have provided great support for Burnley, first in a 
political and defensive role, and more recently in support of and in collaboration with the 
staff managing the gardens and grounds. The FOBG was very important in its early days in 
drawing the attention of the public to issues relating to the University of Melbourne and the 
importance of the gardens. The advocacy of the FOBG and of students was vital at the time 
in shaping how the relationship between the University and the management of Burnley 
Gardens would develop. Subsequently, staff, the University, students and the FOBG all had a 
role in the heritage listing of Burley Gardens. FOBG can be justly proud of its role as 
advocates for and defenders of the gardens. 

Of course, no-one was able to save the site now occupied by Botanicca, but we have been 
able to keep our Burnley site whole. The FOBG have given great support to our grounds. No 
University is funded properly to maintain grounds of historic significance such as Burnley, 
and universities will be grateful and in need of extra funding for such grounds. The 
magnificent gates to the field station, funded by the FOBG, realised a dream that many of us 
had nurtured for decades, and which simply would not have happened if the funds had not 
been provided. 

As Principal of Burnley at the time of the formation of the FOBG, I was enormously grateful 
for the support that I received from students, former students and the FOBG - I will never 
forget it. In recent years, I have loved the opportunities that I have had to present talks to 
the FOBG. You all know that I do many talks each year, but the FOBG talks are special. I can 
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be scientific, technical and try topics that no-one else would allow me to even try. Members 
are a great audience and they have always risen to the occasion of the topics and given me 
great support. 

So, while I know these few words do not do the FOBG's role in relation to the gardens 
justice, I do want all members to know have important they have been in a changing role 
with Burnley over the years. Perhaps at some time in the future, I will go back to my diaries 
and write a fuller account of the "troubles" surrounding the circumstances that led to the 
formation of FOBG. Suffice to say that I am delighted to have my association with Burnley, 
with the FOBG and the university.  

Keep up the great work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Golden Wych Elm ‘Ulmus glabra’ on the corner of Punt Road (The Age July7 2016) one of 
Greg’s favourite trees and awarded its own email address in 2013.  It was voted the most 
popular tree in the city’s Urban Forest Visual Project. 
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One email read:-  

‘Hi tree on the corner of Punt Road and Alexandra Avenue and that little street that goes up 
the side.  How are you? How old are you?  

I’ve always wondered about you ever since my slightly strange driving instructor (who 
always smelled like cat food and peppermints) told me you were his favourite tree. I hope 
they don’t knock you down.’ 

Incidentally, the tree replied. Thanking for the ender of his concern and assuring him he was 
well looked after. 

 

Dr Greg Moore  Honoured with OAM  

Greg’s richly deserved award for service to the environment, particularly to arboriculture. 

Papyrus extends congratulations to Dr Gregory Moore, former Principal of Burnley and one 
of the founders of the FOBG, on the award of the Order of Australia in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honour’s List for 2017 for services to the environment and particularly arboriculture.   Greg 
has spent his lifetime successfully working to improve the environment for current and 
future generations.  

Speaking recently on the ABC Gardening Australia’s My Garden Path Greg spoke of his love 
of trees, ‘I have always loved trees…I loved climbing them.  I loved the view of the world 
when you are on top of them.’  Greg recognizes the power of trees for our health - both 
physically and psychologically.   “The great thing about horticulture and arboriculture is that 
the science is as much about people as it is about the plants and trees,” he said. 

“Over the years, the people that I have worked with have saved many trees and, in some 
cases, parts of endangered ecosystems. The real achievement, though, is that we are trying 
to make our cities and our state better places for future generations of Victorians and 
Australians. My real motivation is to make sure that future generations have a great place to 
live, where lots of treed open space allows them to live a healthy, good quality life in an 
environmentally and economically sustainable city or town.” (www.starweekly.com.au/) 

The evidence of Greg’s commitment to arboriculture is a lengthy one.  His connections 
include being Inaugural President of the Australian Chapter of the International Society of 
Arboriculture in 1997; the Chair of TREENET; Director of Sustainable Gardening Australia 
since 2003; a regular presenter of on 3AW and ABC 774; Chair of the Register of Significant 
Trees, National Trust of Victoria since 1996 and of course Principal of Burnley College from 
1988 to 2007.  Greg has also written more than 150 papers and articles, relating to tree 
biology and tree management.  

Dr Moore calls himself a Tree Mechanic because he likes to understand how trees work; 
how they cope in their environment, until he can predict how they will react. He elaborated 
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on this on the ABC programme where he describes one of his favourite trees – the River Red 
Gum in Burnley Gardens.  He says that it is resilient and long lasting.  In fact, it is far older 
than the college and far older than when the first European settlers had anything to do with 
the land.  This he says provides a ‘stability and connection with the past and the future…it 
anchors us.’  Looking after trees means we are looking after our future generations for 
maybe 200 years and therefore leave an imprint for the future.  Doctor Moore would surely 
agree with the Greek proverb that states: ‘A society grows great when old men plant trees, 
whose shade they know they will never sit in.’ 

It is evident that Greg has richly deserved his honour.  He however expressed surprise at the 
award and said: “It is quite humbling as I know so many others who have deserved 
recognition and never received it,” he said. “It also provides some validation to my family 
that the things that have taken so much of my time over many years are valued by others.” 

President JF Kennedy in a speech told the story of a French Army Marshall Lyautey who 
asked his gardener to plant a tree.  The gardener objected that the tree was slow growing 
and wouldn't reach maturity for 100 years. The Marshall replied, "In that case, there is no 
time to lose; plant it this afternoon!”  I think Greg would agree with this. 

http://www.abc.net.au/gardening/stories/s4637729.htm  

 

Our new committee taking the work of FOBG forward. 

From left Chris Morrissey, Jane Wilson, Michele Adler, Sandra McMahon, Jacqui Chirgwin, Marisa Liu, Andrea Bendrups and 
Phil Horbury 

 

 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/gardening/stories/s4637729.htm
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A Small Burnley Scrapbook                                                              
 

 
Colline Muir 

 
This article (below) was written by Colline Muir for the Herb Age and we have her kind 
permission to reproduce it.  Colline is the daughter of Enid Carberry, commemorated in the 
water feature in the Herb Garden at Burnley.  Enid was an avid herb grower and Colline has 
followed in her footsteps, being a long-standing member of the Herb Society, which by the 
way still meets at Burnley.  FOBG get their regular Herb Ages and these are available to be 
read in the Friends room at Burnley. Friends of Burnley Gardens are also members of the 
Herb Society and can attend Herb Soc meetings. 
 
Looking through some old papers, I came across an article called ‘The Cultivation of Herbs’ 
by A.W. Jessep.  It was reprinted from the Journal of the Department of Agriculture of 
Victoria. There is no date, but judging from the discoloured and tattered edges of the 
paper and certain words in the text such as housewife, grocer, one-horse cultivator, and 
the information that in 1936 some 200,000lbs of herbs, valued at £5,000 to £6,000 was 
imported, it suggests that 1937 was the date of publication. 
 
Alexander W. Jessep was born in 1892, one year after the establishment of Burnley 
College.  Before and after his war service, his academic achievements included M.Sc., 
Dip.Ed. He became the first Science Master at Burnley, which taught botany, physical 
science, plant pathology, entomology, ornamental horticulture, fruit culture, apiculture 
and poultry management.  In 1922, he became Director of Burnley College until 1941 when 
he became Director of Melbourne Botanic Gardens and Government Botanist, positions he 
held until his retirement in 1957.  His great interests were roses and camellias.  He was 
president of the National Rose Society, Australian Camellia Research Society and received 
several awards including the R.H.S. Gold Medal. 
 
Burnley was progressive for its time, admitting women in 1899, although only for part time 
training.  Seventy-two women enrolled in the first year.  The following year eleven men 
enrolled full time and eighty part-time women!   
 
One of the early women students to attain wide recognition was Olive Holttum, (later 
Mellor), who was awarded her Certificate of Competency   in 1911.  Coming from England 
she was greatly influenced by Gertrude Jekyll in her garden designs.  Joining the Burnley 
staff as lecturer, she also gave demonstrations of fruit and vegetable bottling.  These were 
also open to the public, to help housewives be thrifty and help the war effort. My mother, 
Enid Hewett, was a student at that time.  Having completed her Two Year Certificate 
course, which she enjoyed so much, she enrolled for another year and assisted Olive with 
her demonstrations.  Olive became a lifelong friend.  
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As the first and only woman on the teaching staff, Olive was, of course, the target of some 
good natured pranks, such as the time all the boys turned up for a lecture with big pink 
bows in their hair. 
 
After Burnley, to augment her income from Garden Landscaping, Olive, now Mellor, wrote 
articles for gardening magazines such as Home Beautiful and gave radio talks. She wrote a 
book called Complete Australian Gardener. I am fortunate to have a copy, found by our 
president Robin in a country Op Shop.  Olive writes about landscaping suburban gardens, 
with photographs and diagrams, outlining principles of design. The book covers a wide 
range of topics and somehow has an agreeable feminine touch. 
 
Two other women about that time who became professional horticulturists were Edna 
Walling and Emily Gibson.  Edna Walling, completed her course in 1916.  She was 
influenced by the Arts and Crafts movement in England, and became one of Australia’s best 
known landscapers. Her designs used natural features such as rocks to provide inspiration, 
around which to design the garden. Every window, she believed, should have an agreeable 
garden view.  Low maintenance was important.  She designed 350 gardens around 
Australia, some of which are still extant. 
 
Emily Gibson, after graduating from Burnley in 1914, entered Kings College at the 
University of Durham, one of the foremost horticultural colleges in the world. Only the 
men did the physical gardening work, which was part of their training. This included 
fumigating fruit trees for insect pests, especially orange trees for scale insects. This was 
done by enclosing a tree in a fumigating tent which was lowered over the tree with a 
mechanical device, then pumping in cyanide gas. The process was completed when the 
tent was closed after dark, and everyone else had left.   
 
After the approved length of time the tent was lifted and removed.  As the boys worked at 
this, they felt something soft under foot, which proved to be the fowls which had roosted 
in the tree.  This incident was related by my mother who was a student at the time. 
 
Edward E. Pescott, F.L.S., F.R.H.S., was Principal of Burnley at this time.  He was appointed 
in 1909 and resigned in 1916 but continued to lecture in botany for many years.  As a boy 
in Geelong he became a junior teacher at the age of 14, and continued to teach, including 
music, in numerous schools, eventually becoming a head teacher.  So interested was he in 
natural history that he received medals from the Geelong Field Naturalists Club for his 
work on grasses and ferns, the latter being produced as a book.  In 1914, he produced his 
outstanding Census of the Genus Acacia in Australia, for which he was elected a Fellow of 
the Linnaean Society of London. 
 
After resigning from Burnley, he undertook much valuable horticultural work.  During his 
life, he wrote an enormous number of articles for newspapers, periodicals, journals such as 
The Victorian Naturalist (he was president of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria); Journal 
of the Department of Agriculture; Stock and Land, and wrote books on Australian wild 
flowers, Victorian orchids, bulbs, dahlias, rose growing, and biographies.  He worked to 
have wattle recognised as the floral emblem of Australia.  He also gave weekly broadcasts 
on natural history. 
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The opening of the College of Horticulture at Burnley was celebrated with due pomp, the 
inaugural address given by none less than the Government Botanist Baron von Mueller 
himself. The subject of his address was ‘Our Indigenous Plants in Relation to Horticulture.’ 
Changes have taken place at Burnley over the years and many talented people have come 
and gone, but much talent remains, as we have seen at our May meeting. 
 
Much of the information here I found on the internet, but there is so much more.  If you 
are interested in the extraordinary lives of A. W. Jessep and E. E. Pescott I recommend 
looking them up. 
 
 

 
 
The Wolfskill Fumigator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PS – Despite the sad demise of those gassed 
chooks, I think it is worth adding that  
these tents are discussed and illustrated in 
the first of 6 volumes of Charles French’s 
1890 Handbook of Destructive Insects in 
Victoria.  Charles French was Government 
Entomologist.  The tents were generally 
made of mattress ticking, oiled with boiled 
linseed oil.  They were carried on a frame 
mounted on wheels, horse drawn, from one 
tree to another.  The Wolfskill Fumigator had 
a mast, yards and rigging, reminiscent of a 
sailing ship, so the tent could be lowered and 
raised over the tallest tree.  The description 
of its structure and use occupies about one 
and a half pages of small print.  Charles 
French says he has used it often.  It is good on 
level ground when the wind is not blowing 
too hard.  Two men can operate it easily.  
They must have created a most 
extraordinary sight.  (See illustrations 
below) 
 
After much experimentation with mixing the 
fumigating gas Mr French arrived at the best 
method of producing a dry vapour that 
would not damage foliage, by boiling five 
pounds of cyanide of potassium in half a 
gallon of water then slowly adding sulphuric 
acid to produce hydrocyanic acid.  This 
vapour, if breathed in produced a dryness of 
the throat and mouth.  But the trees were 
alright.  I hope the horse was, too.   
Colline Muir 
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The Culver Fumigator 

 

 
The Titus Fumigator 

 

 
  Illustrations from Volume 1 of Charles French’s 1890  ‘Handbook of Destructive Insects in Victoria’ 

 

 

The Herb Society of Victoria                                           Robin Calabrese 
 

 
The Herb Society was started in 1980 by three women who were very keen to know more 
about herbs - as it seems that what was available at the time was limited to the most 
commonly used culinary herbs, and finding anything more exotic was extremely difficult.   
 
 The aims of the Society are :-                                                                                                                                                                                           
* to act as a forum for all persons interested in herbs for their mutual benefit and fellowship                                    
* to further the education of the public in the use, value and growing of herbs                                                                 
* to promote and encourage the organic growing of herbal plants.  
 
Our patron is Penny Woodward. 
 
The Herb Society soon garnered a great deal of interest, as the membership grew to 
hundreds. Meetings were held in The Hall at Burnley Horticultural College and three 
branches were established in outer Melbourne (Belgrave, the Mornington Peninsula and 
Nunawading. Only the Hills Branch continues today). The membership is now steady, 
currently at approximately 140. The Salvia Study Group is associated with our Society, but 
they operate independently. 
 
Meetings: Our General Meetings are held at Burnley, MB Room 10, at 7.30 pm, the first 
Thursday of the month (except January). The Friends of Burnley Gardens and The Herb 
Society of Victoria have a reciprocal arrangement. We are members of each other’s 
organisations, and as such, we can attend both groups’ meetings as members. We have a 
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very varied program of knowledgeable speakers and we encourage our own members to 
deliver short talks on herbs of their choice. At our last meeting, John Dwyer tried to 
persuade us to look at weeds differently – valuable, not just pests! Often there are cuttings 
or seeds that can be taken home to try, and we have a very good Library. After the speaker, 
we enjoy a chat over an enjoyable herbal supper – and sometimes a party.  
                       

   
 Nut grass is not all bad – it’s food and medicine! (John said).                June, 2016, Our 36

th
 & Bill’s 100

th
 Birthday 

 
We reach out to the public by publishing articles in The Herb Age, our bi-monthly magazine. 
Moreover, we maintain a website www.herbsocietyvic.org.au - a Facebook page and 
Meetup – which connects people of similar interests. Jill advertises our next meeting on 3CR 
(a Community Radio program on Sunday mornings AM 855, 7.30 – 9.15 am - the best 
gardening show - in my opinion ). We have had a number of interested visitors after hearing 
of us on one of these platforms. 
 
Occasionally workshops are conducted on topics of interest, for example, making Tussie 
Mussies or using dried, pressed flowers and leaves to make greeting cards. A couple of 
times a year we have a Mini bus tour to interesting gardens and /or nurseries - which of 
course includes morning tea and lunch and shopping if you wish. They are very popular. We 
have a walking group who, on the first Tuesday of the month look at a garden / nursery / 
park and then stroll to lunch at a nearby café. There are National Conferences that members 
can attend if they wish. The Herb Society is a great group of people, and if you are at all 
interested in herbs and their uses, we would welcome visitors and of course new members.   
 
NB The term tussie-mussie (formerly nose-gay….to rid your nostrils of personal odours) 
comes from the reign of Queen Victoria (1837–1901), when the small bouquets became a 
popular fashion accessory. Typically, tussie-mussies include floral symbolism from the 
language of flowers, and therefore may be used to send a message to the recipient. 
Shakespeare used the word "flower" more than 100 times in his plays and sonnets. In 
Hamlet, poor distressed Ophelia hands out flowers to the King, Gertrude, and her brother 
and explains the symbolic meaning of them.  They carry a meaningful message to each 
recipient and for Denmark; pansies and rosemary, for memories and remembrance to her 
brother; fennel and columbine symbols of flattery and adultery to Claudius; rue, symbol of 
bitterness for herself and Gertrude.  The daisy, symbol of innocence and gentleness she 

http://www.herbsocietyvic.org.au/


 13 

gives to no one and she has no violets – symbol of faithfulness and fidelity – because they 
have all withered. 
 

                                
                                                     
.  A Tussie Mussie made for a guest speaker                                     Robin Calabrese after a mini-talk on Star Anise 
 

 
MEET A MEMBER – Robin Calabrese 
 
 
To celebrate the excellent contribution of members of FOBG, Papyrus will feature the work 
and interests of one of its members.  First up is Robin Calabrese. And another in part 2 

   
I was a primary school teacher for several years, and later I worked in a family business – as 
a laboratory assistant. Last year I graduated from an Associate Degree in Environmental 
Horticulture at Burnley. A requirement of the course was 320 hours of work experience, so I 
asked if I could volunteer in the Burnley Nursery – hence my involvement in the Propagation 
Group – which prepares seeds and cuttings for one of the three or four sales each year. Not 
only have I learnt a lot about propagating plants, but I’ve had some experience in selling 
them - to raise money to commission projects to improve the amenity of these 150 plus 
year old Gardens. (eg, The Sugar Gum Picnic setting). The afternoon teas and chats with the 
other volunteers are always good too. 
 
I was a member of The Herb Society of Victoria before I realised that I was also a Friend of 
Burnley Gardens. At a FOBG Meeting, Michèle Adler asked if anyone was interested in 
history – always a favourite subject of mine. I found that this involved learning the history of 
The Burnley Gardens – as preparation for being trained as a guide – to show interested 
groups of people around The Gardens. I found the history very interesting, as Burnley was 
always at the forefront of developments in horticultural practice and this seemed to attract 
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high quality staff and students. All the people involved appeared to be a very dedicated to 
their work. 
 
I enjoy showing groups around the Gardens as I am continually learning  more about the 
designers of the different areas, and, of course, the plants – there are so many to learn                                                                                                                                    
I am currently the President of the Herb Society of Victoria.                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                       

 
The herb garden at Burnley 

 
 

                                                                 
 

GARDENS IN THE SPRING     
                                                                                                                 Andrew Smith                                                            
 
 
Is it just me, or has winter in Melbourne lasted a bit longer this year? 
 
Not that I’m complaining, seeing 31 degrees in Mildura in early September on the weather 
map makes me feel there must be a great deal of inland heat ready to invade. 
 
The green house thrips don’t seem to be too concerned with the cold winter, the Gardens 
this year have been badly damaged, especially the Hibbertia scandens and Vireya 
Rhododendrons, and my hope of them being knocked off by the frosts in early July came to 
nought. 
 
The last couple of months has seen the construction of the Wisteria arbor between the Herb 
Garden and Sunken Garden. This 20-metre metal archway has replaced the wooden flat 
topped affair constructed in the early 1980s. Graham Kenneday, from Gardens of Steel, has 
done an exceptional job and was entirely on board with my concept of making something 
that will last 150 years. The charcoal paint colour disguises the galvanised, extra thick steel 
used for the structure and once the weather warms up for the final coat of paint, the LED 
lighting can be installed to ready the structure for an evening dining debut.  
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The replacement of this structure has been made possible by the generous funding from the 
Friends, the largest funding project undertaken in their 20-year history - a very fitting 
landmark in their 20th anniversary year. 
 
The original wisterias were propagated last Autumn and once the area has been re-
landscaped, the long purple flowering Wisteria floribunda will be planted in-between each 
pair of posts to festoon the archway above. 
 

 
  

New Wisteria walk structure September  
 
 
At this time of year, situated not far from the new wisteria walk, a rather uncommon showy 
specimen is flowering. Looking every bit like something from Japan, these clusters of 
hanging pearl- like flowers are a beautiful sight. The history of this Stachyurus praecox is of 
some interest, as it was donated to the Gardens by Warner Nursery when they closed their 
field nursery in the early 1990s. A few other choice plants were also dug up and relocated to 
Burnley, including the dark coloured Magnolia in the Herb Garden and a low form of 
Viburnum opulus (‘Nanum’) This cultivar is non flowering/non fruiting, so perhaps not on the 
top 100 list of must have plants! 
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                                                                         Stachyurus praecox 

 
One plant that is in my top 100 is the Kerria japonica ‘Pleniflora’. 
It seems to be one of those plants that stand out from a distance, the golden flowers 
hovering in space. Shade and moderately drought tolerant, this plant will flower for an 
extended period from early September to mid-November and isn’t at all bossy or 
demanding of time or pruning effort.  
 

 Kerria japonica ‘Pleniflora’ 
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 Some of the flowers at this time of year remind me of Geoff Olive, who passed away last 
September. For me, the Tulipa saxatilis ‘Lilac Wonder’ epitomises many of the things I 
remember him for. It’s a rare bulb, a no-nonsense tulip that can be left in the ground (none 
of that lifting and putting in the crisper, life’s too short for that), is of exquisite beauty, with 
a combination of colours you wouldn’t usually use (pink and yellow) and requires nothing in 
return. It just un-selflessly loves to please. 
 
 
 

 
 
               Tulipa saxatilis ‘Lilac Wonder’ 
 

I hope you all find a way this Spring to bring some love and happiness to someone, without 
the expectation of getting anything in return. That would make Geoff smile.  
 
 
 

Ellis Stones Rock Outcrop – August 2017                      Michèle Adler 
 
 
 
You may remember that we have featured the Ellis Stones Rock Outcrop in a previous 
Newsletter and that Bev Hanson (Ellis Stones assistant and Burnley graduate) wrote an 
article about it in the last issue. 
The other day, I was passing the area (outside the Nursery) and it was looking fabulous. 
Gardens Manager, Andrew Smith had organised some changes according to Bev’s feedback.  
The granite rocks had been further exposed, the Calothamnus quadrifidus had been pruned, 
large river pebbles had had their mulch covering removed and were now exposed and 
plants were in flower. 
Here are some pictures of it. 
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Large river pebbles exposed 

 
 

  A prostrate form of Fringed 
Heath Myrtle (Micromyrtus 
ciliata) 

 

  
One sided Bottle Brush (Calothamnus quadrifidus) in full 
flower 

  
Acacia rigens known as Needle Wattle, although it’s not 
prickly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


