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Welc ome... Birthday Celebrations reach a climax on  May 24
th

 2013 when we 

will be exactly 10 years old!  Enjoy the latest from ôThe Botanic Gardens õ...  

A birthday present for the Botanic Gardens' Meadowlands  
 é took a long time to happen.   

The planting of 1,000 plants (thatôs a 
hundred plants for each of our ten years) 
was dampened by rainé twice, but we 
were third time lucky on May 4th.   
Whilst early morning showers tried to put 
a dampener on the day, the skies cleared 
in time for the Planting bee to commence. 
Friends were joined by members of the 
Mackay Host Lions, two West Mackay 
residents participating in their first planting 
bee at the MRBG and Dale, Ross and 
Ashley from the Gardens.  

 

Working hard with a 're-vegetation style' 
technique not usually used at the MRBG, 
1060 plants were added to the lagoon edge 
including 10 Black Ironbox Eucalyptus 
raveretiana, 50 River Lily Crinum 
pedunculatum, 600 River Mat-rush Lomandra 
hystrix and 400 Spiny-headed Mat-rush 
Lomandra longifolia.  

 

 
MRBG Staff added a further 10 Pandanus sp. to the water's 
edge on Monday. Again, thank you to Maya for greeting and 
provided safety inductions for new volunteers, Bill for assisting 
with set-up and Robin for providing a delicious morning tea. 
Scones generously provided by Anne Weller also went down a 
treat.  

 

Friends of the Gardens members; Greg Weller, Bill 
McWhinney, President and John Atkinson, Vice President 
stand with the re-vegetation planting tool used for this 
particular planting bee. They are demonstrating the 'leaning' 
technique for when the job is done. 

 



Small Explorers made the papersé 

Fun and educational opportunities for toddlers and 
kindergarten aged children 18 months to 5 years 
are held each month at the Botanic Gardens and 
is aptly named Small Explorers.  
 
On May 13th between 9.30 and 11.00am, very 
young children joined Maya to listen to stories 
about plants and animals that are found in the 
Botanic Gardens. 
  
  
Maya read "The Butterfly's 
Kiss" and "A Very Ordinary 
Caterpillar' story books.   
 
 
Maya and the children then looked carefully at a 
Common Grass Yellow butterfly, two unhatched 
chrysalis, a golden caterpillar looking like a little 
twig and some sawfly larva. Everyone then 
ventured down the Botanic Gardens' paths to find 
some of the creatures mentioned in the stories.  
 
Returning to the storytelling space, another story was read called "In the Tall, Tall Grass" and 
then drawing using water colour pencils, textas and crayons finished the session. It was a lovely 
social, relaxing time to share humour, information about nature and the joy of reading.  
 
 

10 YEARS OLD é Look how we have grown! More... Then and Now imagesé  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2006... Coal Garden awaiting planting and in 2013 Because of the tree growth, this photo 
was taken on the lower path so you can glimpse the sails and know it is the Coal Garden. 
 



Are you coming? Friends of the Gardens are invited.  
We hope you will join us at the... 
Launch of ñThe Bungee Jumping Caterpillarsò Childrenôs Story Book to 
celebrate Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens 10th birthday. 
 
Friday 24 May 2013:  6.00pm ï 7.00pm and Birthday celebrations afterwards...   
Lagoons Gallery:  Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens.  
 
RSVP essential by May 20th 2013... Call 49527300 or email  botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au 
 

 
 
As a special birthday present to the Botanic 
Gardens, Kate, Maya and Carolyn... three 
Friends of the Gardens with the assistance 
of a RADF (Regional Arts Development 
Fund) grant have created this special, local 
children's book to highlight not only the North 
Queensland Day Moth caterpillars and 
moths, but also introduce readers to 
'threatened in the wild' plant species that are 
local too, and are growing in the Botanic 
Gardens. The book will be launched at the 
Lagoons Gallery, on May 24th 2013. The 
Botanic Gardens opening 'birth-date' was ten 
years ago on May 24th 2003.  
 

As it is a children's book, children are welcome to attend and join in a flurry of activities. During the 
evening the book will be read to the children, "The Bungee Jumping Caterpillars book can be purchased 
for $15.00 and Kate, Maya, and Carolyn will be available, if a signed copy of the book is wanted. 

Bungee Jumping Caterpillars! Exhibition on show in the Lagoons Gallery 
too é   

1st May ï 3rd June 2013é  Wednesday - Sundayé 9.00am - 4.00pm 
 

The exhibition is a collection of 
photography, installations, paintings 
and illustrations which were inspirations 
and creations in the development of the 
óThe Bungee Jumping Caterpillarsô 
childrenôs story book (made possible 
with a RADF Grant) 

The exhibition highlights the Zodiac 
Moth (North Queensland Day Moth) 
and it dependence on the Tree 
Omphalea, Omphalea celata, a plant 
species that is threatened in the wild 
and is being conserved at the Mackay 
Regional Botanic Gardens.  

The exhibition is to showcase elements of the 'Bungee Jumping Caterpillars' story and the 
Zodiac Mothôs life cycle. 
 

mailto:botanic@mackay.qld.gov.au


In the Gardens, Dale reportsé 

Myrtle Rust...  

Myrtle Rust is still occuring in minimal outbreaks, but has re-
emerged on Kuranda Satinash Syzygium kuranda in the 
Australian Regional Flora Terraces recently. A nearby residence 
in Taylor Street has reported substantial outbreaks of the disease 
on Beach Cherry Eugenia reinwardtiana and as conditions 
returns to those experienced at the arrival of the disease, we'll be 
monitoring the Myrtaceae collection closely. 

 

Horticulture/site works 
MRBG staff have been busy with the annual mass 
planting of over 400 Golden Everlasting Daisy 
Xerochrysum bracteata. They always put on a winter 
spectacle in the Orientation, Whitsunday Feature, 
Flora for Fauna and Coastal Lowlands gardens.  
 

 
 
 
 
    Golden Everlasting Daisy 

 
Scrambling Native Hibiscus Abelmoschus moschatus subsp. 
tuberoses performs as an annual at the MRBG and so was 
replanted amongst self-seeding 'wildings' from last year's 
plants in the Orientation, Heritage and CQ Hills bed in the 
Australian Regional Flora Terraces.  
Look out for the beautiful watermelon pink flowers. 

Scrambling Native Hibiscus 

 
The exposed northern end of the Buffer Forest adjacent to the "X" timbers of the Forest Arbour 
was replanted, after losing almost all trees here in Cyclone Ului in 2010. This area represents 
typical upland forest trees (that will also grow in Mackay on the lowlands). 
Specimens include... 
Lemon Aspen Acronychia acidula,  
Red Cedar Toona ciliata  
Bonewood or Yellow Ash Emmenosperma alphitonioides.  
Red Bean Dysoxylum mollissimum subsp. molle was 
added to the Lowlands Forest section.  
 
Planted in the adjacent Flora for Fauna garden were... 
Grass Tree Xanthorrhoea latifolia subsp. latifolia,  
Native Dutchman's Pipe Aristolochia acuminata,  
Pavetta or Snow Cloud Pavetta australiensis   
Scrambling Heliotrope Heliotropium sarmentosum.   Pavetta or Snow Cloud 
 
Guided Walks...  
April 7... Members of the Pioneer River Orchid and Plant Association (PROPA) treated to a tour 
of Stage 2 of the Gardens by Curator Dale Arvidsson for the group's 25th birthday. The meaning 
behind and significance of the Heritage, Coal, Geology Gardens, the Regional Flora Terraces 
and Coastal Lowlands was explained in detail, along with some of the well known and not so 
well know species, to the group.  
PROPA donated three orchids to the MRBG Living Collection... with thanks. 



More Guided Walks...  
April 27... The Gardens Friends were greeted at Crediton 
Hall, 1 hr west of Mackay in the Eungella Highlands, by grey 
skies and a definite chill in the air for the guided walk along 
the Wishing Pool Circuit. The Friends were joined by 3 
MRBG staff members Rhondda, Maria and Kerri, along with 

Kerri's husband Bill from Queensland Parks and W ildlife 

Service .  
 
The Friends were presented with the handout "Excursion to 
Eungella National Park - Wishing Pool Circuit", made aware 
of the potential risks along the walk, then entered the deep 
shade under the rainforest canopy.  
 
Dale presented an overview of the rainforest and highlighted 
this forest's unique elements - from aspect and moisture - to 
leaf colours, bark and flowers on the forest floor as varying 
ways to potentially identify species.   
 
Meryl provided more details on particular species (indentified via an earlier reconnaissance visit) 
including the stunning young growth of Large-leaved Wilkiea Wilkiea macrophylla, Corduroy 
Tamarind Mischarytera lautereriana and Blush Silky Oak Bleasdalea bleasdalei.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 Corduroy Tamarind     Blush Silky Oak 
 

Throughout the walk, John Atkinson provided background as to why Eungella was declared a 
national park, some of the unique animals that lived (or used to be found) in the highlands and 
interesting details about Platypus as we walked along the creek.  

 
Spotting the Firewheel Tree Stenocarpus sinuatus 
flowering high up in the canopy was made easier by 
looking at your feet for the fallen flower segments 
along the path, along with those of ... 
Mackay Tulip Oak - Argyrodendron actinophyllum 
subsp. diversifolium  
and the 'Feather' Palms Archontophoenix sp.  
 
1½ hours went by quickly and then it was back to 
Crediton Hall for a tasty BBQ lunch. The threatening 
rain made good with just a brief shower prior to 
leaving; otherwise it was a highly enjoyable and  

              Mackay Tulip Oak                  informative trip.  
 
The excursion guide will be available to download soon from the Friends page on the MRBG 
website, for anyone that missed the trip and would like a handy reference for their next personal 
walk at Eungella.  



MORE BIRTHDAYCELEBRATIONSé  

Are you 10 years old? Come and 
celebrate with us.  

Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens  
Sunday 9th June.   10.00am - 12.00noon.   

Children must be registered for this event by filling in 
an online registration form on the Botanic Gardens 
website www.mackayregionalbotanicgardens.com.au  

Registrations and payment due by May 31st 2013 

Cost $10.00 (Children receive a surprise birthday 
present and certificate) 

 
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens turns 10 on May 24th 2013 and one of its 10th Birthday year 
celebrations is a birthday party for children who are ten years old in 2013 too. It will be held on 
Sunday June the 9th (Queens Birthday Long Weekend) from 10.00am - 12.00noon.  

The 10 year old party goers will need to ask their parents to register for the event by filling in an 
online registration form on the Botanic Gardens website and the cost is $10. Payment can be 
made by credit card over the Phone. Call 49527300. 

The party will include lots of special activities to be held outdoors, so remember to slip slop 
slapé   
Activities includeé  Mini- master chef patty cake decorating,  Mural/ fence painting , "Treasures 
of the Gardens" Hunt,  Old fashioned games,  Bocce, Pot painting, Screens and Hedges Maze, 
Bird watching and making a giant birthday cake from recycled materials é(Bring along some 
soft drink bottles, milk bottles / cartons, cardboard boxes, coloured wrapping paper  etc )  

Ten year oldsé let's celebrate at the Botanic Gardens 
 

More for the Children... 
 
Small Explorers...ñPlant a Seed":   
Tuesday June 11th:  9.30 am ï 11.00am 
 
Botanic Gardens Visitors Services Officer, Maya Harrison, will 
take you and your small children to special areas of the Botanic 
Gardens to explore some seeds  
Parents and children will meet at the Meeting Room (opposite 
the Café on the Lagoon, closed Tuesdays) and be fascinated 
by all sorts of seeds... big, small, spiny and smooth that 
become plants like the ones growing in our Botanic Gardens.  

 
The session includes story reading, sorting 
seeds, making a recycled pot, planting a 
seed or two to take home and a small walk 
in the Gardens.  
 

          Seeds of the Ornate-fruited Neisosperma 


