
Many of the Friends of Orange Botanic Garden offer great moral 

support to the Garden and the Friends - but perhaps you might like 

to become more actively involved? Or you might have friends who 

would be interested.

The most regular happenings are the Wednesday morning working 

bees where volunteers use the nursery for plant propagation and 

work in the Gardens themselves under Council supervision. Then 

every month on the first Sunday, the Friends provide a morning tea 

for the bird walkers.

Other events which happen at intervals are art shows in the Botanic 

Room, the plant sales with BBQ breakfasts, the Cultivated Chats, 

and of course the Christmas Party. Other groups come to visit the 

Gardens and may wish to have a lunch or morning tea catered for, 

and a guided visit.  We would welcome anyone with a desire to 

participate in any of these activities. Most of the events are either 

announced in the newsletter or by special invitation, so you could 

make your availability known at the time of the RSVP. Photographic 

contributions, news or article suggestions would be happily received 

by the newsletter editors.

All Friends are welcome at the Annual General Meeting in June, 

when you may wish to take an office and have more direct input 

into the Friends’ involvement. Being with like-minded souls who 

love these Gardens, share their expertise and enjoy working in their 

community is a very enriching experience.

CULTIVATED CHATS

John Fisher: salvia and sages:

Their history, uses and plant breeding

At the Botanic Room

Wednesday 15th October 2014 time 11.00 for 11.30

Sandwich lunch $15 per person rsvp Libby m :0488625640 

h: 63625646 e: ladystepto@bigpond.com

BIRD WALK

 1st Sunday of every month

8:30am - 9:30am

Bring binoculars. Morning tea available.

THE FRIENDS’ SPRING PLANT SALE

Sunday the 2nd of November.

WHAT’S ON
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This Osmanthus is an evergreen, rounded bushy shrub with arching 

branches. The dark green leaves are small and glossy, the small 

white flowers are tubular and very fragrant. The one photographed 

here is in the Winter Garden and flowered over a significant period, 

beginning well into winter and continuing on to spring. It becomes 

completely covered with flowers when there is little else showing in 

the garden, and seems to stand up quite well to our hot summers. 

When it comes to choosing a planting site, a bit of dappled summer 

shade also helps them along. There are some lovely cultivars of this 

plant now available, suitable for making low hedges.

There are many other Osmanthus which grow well in Orange, 

most of them larger shrubs and rather more frost sensitive. The 

flowers may be less significant but very highly perfumed, like the 

Sweet Olive, Osmanthus fragrans, which flowers in late summer. 

Also Osmanthus x Fortunei which flowers in autumn and smells 

deliciously of ripe apricots.

Correction:

In the last newsletter I mentioned the maples at the entrance of the Gardens and 

named them incorrectly. They are in fact Acer saccharum, Sugar Maples, and the 

variety is Goldspire. My apologies! Julie

Gold Coast, Qld 8–10 August 2014.

The Gold Coast is well known as a tourist mecca with high rise 

apartments, surf beaches and schoolies week.  Two years ago in 

Port Augusta, when the Friends of the Gold Coast Botanic Gardens 

told us they were hosting the next AFBG conference, they assured 

us that they would be showing us a different side of the region, 

focussing on the Green behind the Gold. The conference was held 

on the weekend of 9–10 August with a one day pre-conference 

tour to Mt Tamborine and a one day post-conference tour to the 

Currumbin Valley. We booked ourselves in for both and thoroughly 

enjoyed both days.

The conference itself was entitled “Growing Matters, Growing 

Gardens, Growing Friends” and also promoted the range of  

vegetation types within easy reach of the Gold Coast from coastal 

mangrove and dune communities to the rainforests of the mountains 

behind. The floral display at the front of the room reflected this 

transition of vegetation. Keynote Speaker was Prof. Tim Entwisle, 

now at the RBG Melbourne and Cranbourne, and various speakers 

covered topics as diverse as Working with Volunteers, Use of Apps 

to Communicate Species Conservation and Learning, Partnerships 

for Regional Botanic Gardens (a number of botanic gardens around 

Australia have developed, or are developing, MOUs with their local 

councils), Botanic Gardens Activities for Children and Marketing Your 

Garden. A number of speakers were from regional botanic gardens 

in Queensland and Victoria and spoke about some of the activities 

which they have in their gardens to bring in the community - such 

as Tai Chi lessons and book reading for kids. Saturday afternoon 

featured a visit to the Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens which 

was unfortunately rather rushed. The conference dinner on Saturday 

night included a botanical trivia quiz which was a lot of fun - did you 

know that a Blenheim Orange was a type of apple?

The next conference will be in two years time hosted by the Geelong 

BG in Victoria and I plan to be there - hopefully with a few more NSW 

gardens represented (Orange was the only NSW garden at the 2014 

conference)

Photo 1 caption: At Springbrook National Park on the post conference tour to the Currumbin Valley.
Photo 2 caption: Tim Entwisle spoke about Australia’s changing seasons and the need for two additional 
seasons which he calls Sprinter and Sprummer.
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The cultivated chats season for 2014 was launched with a talk by 

Bob Griffin. What a great start! Bob talked about plant-hunting on 

his travels, in the sense of finding plant treasures in gardens and off 

the beaten track, to identify rather than collect. He communicated 

his joy in this pursuit and shared his extensive knowledge as a 

nurseryman, showing very beautiful photos he took recently in 

Spain. Plant lovers in the audience were thrilled to see specimens 

of some of the garden plants we cultivate so carefully, growing wild 

in their places of origin. He gave us some tips on managing a photo 

archive and on using photo records to help identify plants.

A real standout of the talk was Bob’s fascination with the world of 

orchids. This prolific family of plants has captured his imagination 

and he was able to find a huge number of specimens during the 

trip to Spain, many of which were tiny terrestrial orchids growing 

in meadows and woodland, quite tricky to identify. These kinds of 

orchids were a discovery for much of the audience too and a whole 

new field of enquiry opened up, generating much discussion during 

the lunch which followed.

Margaret Senior Exhibition.

We were privileged to be lent a collection of illustrations by Margaret 

Senior, created for the then NSW Department of Agriculture in 1964. 

The illustrations were of plant diseases, which sounds off-putting, 

but they managed to be instructive and aesthetically pleasing at 

the same time. The show opened formally on the evening of the 7th 

of June and there was much lively chatter and laughter as people 

recognised conditions seen in their own plants. Tomatoes drew a 

large audience!

The show remained open in the Botanic Room for two weeks, 

staffed by volunteers. Almost three hundred visitors came to see it.

CULTIVATED CHATS
In the course of recent travels we, your newsletter editors, had the 

opportunity to visit Botanic Gardens in other parts of the world. 

Apart from enjoying these beautiful places simply for themselves, 

it’s very interesting to see what constitutes a Botanic Garden for 

other people, how they represent their local flora and which exotic 

collections they hold. 

Libby West visited Croatia and found the Botanic Garden of the 

Faculty of Science, University of Zagreb, as well as an extensive 

garden situated in the ruins of a former Benedictine monastery on 

the island of Lokrum off the coast of Dubrovnik. Julie Collin visited 

the Botanic Garden of Bali. In both Bali and Lokrum there were 

significant collections of Australian native plants, which always 

comes with the surprise of recognition.

Most of the Zagreb garden is occupied by a park-arboretum laid 

out in the English landscape style. Collections of wild plants are 

grown in rock gardens, representing different scree communities, 

and there is a field containing plants principally for study by botany 

students. Spectacular glasshouses are being restored and are 

unfortunately not open to the public, but contain collections of 

tropical and subtropical plants which may be exhibited outdoors in 

summer.

The Botanic Garden on Lokrum also features vegetation of tropical 

and subtropical origin, with many species of succulents, cactus and 

agave. It has the largest collection of eucalypts in the Mediterranean 

region! The site is charming, with remnants of architectural details, 

and there is an olive grove which has been in existence since the 

Benedictine times.

The Botanic Garden of Bali is a huge park carved out of tropical 

forest. Some of the forest remains around the edges, but most 

of the area is given over to avenues of planting, parkland and 

specialised collections dotted about in dedicated settings. There 

is an enclosed cactus house, and an orchid area. The orchids on 

display are mostly epiphytic orchids with tiny, delicate flowers.

We would love to hear from you, the Friends, about Botanic 

Gardens you may have seen in order for others to put them on 

future itineraries. Please share your experiences and photos to 

inspire us all. You may contact us at ladysteptoe@bigpond.com 

(Libby) and collin.julie@gmail.com

The second of the Cultivated Chats will feature John Fisher speaking 

on: Salvia and sages: Their history, uses and plant breeding.

John is an long standing resident of Orange, and he and his wife Jill 

have a magnificent garden on the edge of town. On retiring from the 

NSW Department  of Primary Industries, John devoted himself to 

plant breeding, notably salvias. His salvia “Love and Wishes” is now 

marketed commercially with part proceeds going to Make-a-Wish 

Australia.

John will talk about salvias & sages, their history and uses.  This will 

appeal to anyone interested in natural history, plant exploration & col-

lection, or the multiplicity of uses of plants. He will go on to elaborate 

on his experience with growing a diverse range of salvias in Orange, 

and his salvia breeding program, with more technical information for 

those interested. 

This will be followed by informal questions over a delicious sandwich 

lunch.

The chat will be held on Wednesday the 15th of October in the Bo-

tanic Room. 11am for 11:30am. The Botanic Room is not a large venue 

so numbers must be limited and an RSVP is essential. Please see 

What’s On on page 4, for further details.

Another active year is now ending and I will be standing down as 

President, but don’t worry, we have an even better President in 

mind.

The major event of last year was the taking over of the Function 

Centre by the Byng Street Store. But this has not affected us as 

much as we thought, as it is mainly used for functions and not as a 

cafe. This is a good thing because Patmos in the Gardens is doing 

a good job in this regard.

Another major event was the placement of the Emmaville Cottage 

related to Banjo Patterson being moved to a northern site behind 

the Patmos Restaurant and adjoining the Adventure Playground. 

Members of the Friends assisted with the planting of the garden 

around the cottage under instructions from Council employees. 

We are still looking hopefully at the triangle on the western side of 

the cottage, which we are hoping will become part of the Botanic 

Gardens.

Bird walks are continuing and quite successful every month, even in 

the depth of winter.

Catering has continued on with more use of the Botanic Room in 

this respect. Recently with a travel “show and tell” by Bob Griffin 

which was well supported and enthusiastically received. We also 

had an exhibition of paintings by Margaret Senior hung in the 

Botanic Room with a formal opening.

Our caterers including but not limited to Maureen Pilcher, Libby   

West and Monika Rickli are continuing and I thank them for their 

support.

A recent plant sale was very successful with the total received 

in excess of $4,000 and I thank the propagators and all those 

concerned.

Despite the loss of Colin Magick and Gary Vaughan from our 

committee we continue on, and hope to get more new blood as time 

goes by with new ideas.

The Bonsai House is no longer operating, having outlived its 

usefulness and we are still contemplating with Council what might 

happen with that space.

The labelling machine purchased by the friends is in full use and 

these labels should be finalised shortly.

I thank all the workers, propagators, caterers and every member of 

the Board of the Friends for their support and participation during 

the year and I know that we will continue from strength to strength 

under our next President.

Richard Niven
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