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John Rayner is a senior lecturer in urban 
horticulture at Burnley. His teaching and 
research interests include landscape plants, 
planting design, green roofs and walls, 
children’s gardens and therapeutic landscapes. 
John has won multiple teaching awards, 
authored over 30 papers in industry and 
scientific journals, acts as a horticultural 
consultant and presents widely at seminars and 
conferences.

Dr Greg Moore was a lecturer and leader at  
Burnley from 1979 to 2007 and has interests in 
horticulture, plant science, revegetation and 
ecology. With two books and over 120 articles 
published, he is a well known advocate for 
arboriculture and urban trees and is an active 
contributor to industry standards, professional 
associations and community standards.

An audiologist in a former life, Jenny Bear completed her Bachelor 
of Horticulture (Honours) in 2008. In her Honours
year and in 2009 and 2010 as a Research Assistant, Jenny
worked on the seed ecology of hawkweeds (invasive daisies) now 
present in the Australian Alps. She has been employed
as a Plant Materials Tutor at the University of Melbourne since 
2010. Jenny completed the Melbourne Teaching Certificate at the 
Centre for the Study of Higher Education (University of Melbourne) 
in 2010 and plans to commence her PhD studies very soon.

Andrea Proctor, Landscape Designer
Laidlaw and Laidlaw Design

Andrea Proctor has qualifications in horticulture and landscape 
architecture and has been working in the landscape design 
industry since 2003. She has worked in professional practice as a 
landscape designer, horticulturalist, landscape heritage consultant 
and arborist. Andrea has extensive experience in the use of 
computer aided design (CAD) and other software for the landscape 
industry, using these programs as documentation, drafting and 
design development tools.

Ian Winstone, Honorary Lecturer
University of Melbourne

Ian Winstone ran a residential landscape construction company for 
thirteen years before being employed as a Lecturer at Burnley from 
1989 to 2007. Ian is well regarded as an educator, for his landscape 
expertise and for significant contributions to the industry and 
professional development over the last 20 years. He is a life 
member of Landscaping Victoria and currently works part-time in a 
landscape architecture practice, in teaching and consulting.

Dr Peter May taught at Burnley from 1976 to 
2005 and is now Director of May Horticulture 
Services, providing consulting services to the 
landscape and horticulture industries. Peter’s 
expertise includes urban soils, plant 
establishment, plant selection and landscape 
management. He currently lectures in the 
Master of Urban Horticulture and regularly 
contributes to seminars and conferences. He 
has a strong interest in the creation and 
management of sustainable urban landscapes.

Andrew Laidlaw has been a landscape designer 
for 28 years and is currently employed as 
Landscape Architect at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens Melbourne where he has designed 
iconic landscape projects including the Long 
Island project, the Ian Potter Foundation 
Children’s Garden and Guilfoyle’s Volcano 
project. Andrew has also been a part-time 
lecturer at Burnley Campus for over 20 years.

Ross Uebergang, Landscape Designer
Ross U Design

Ross Uebergang is a landscape designer who is 
passionate about sustainable landscape design. 
With a background in horticulture and 
sustainability, Ross advocates for landscape 
design and architecture that recognises the 
essential role of plants and the potential for 
gardens to be beautiful, functional and 
sustainable. Ross operates his own design 
business, Ross U Design, and has won awards 
at the 2012 and 2013 Melbourne International 
Flower and Garden Shows. Over the past three 
years, Ross has been teaching in the areas of 
sustainable landscape design and horticulture, 
and is passionate about mentoring sustainable 
and community-minded practice among future 
landscape designers.



The Graduate Certificate in Garden Design will provide you with an understanding of garden design theory and practice, 
horticultural principles and skills in plant selection and use.

Popular with those employed in the horticultural and landscape industries and career changers, this course is offered largely 
through evening study and can be completed over one or two years.

If you are keen to take your study further you may gain credit of 50 points for admission into the Master of Urban Horticulture.

Overview

 

Entry Requirements
Entry into the course will be based 
upon completion of:

• An undergraduate degree or

• A relevant TAFE or Higher Education 
 Advanced Diploma or equivalent and 3 
 years of full-time, documented relevant 
 work experience or equivalent or

• A relevant TAFE Diploma and 4.5 years        
 of full-time, documented relevant work 
 experience, or equivalent or

• 6 years of full-time relevant work 
 experience which demonstrates the 
 capacity to successfully undertake the 
 course.  

Assessment

Single Subject Study

Each subject is formally assessed to 
meet the requirements of University 
accreditation and is also designed to 
be practical and relevant to industry 
professionals.

Program Structure
The course is delivered via lectures, workshops and practicals during evening classes and some 
weekend activities and field visits. You will complete four 12.5 credit point subjects including:

Academic Skills
Workshops

Semester 1

Horticultural Principles 
(HORT90036)
Commencing Wednesday, 
4 March 2015

This subject will introduce 
you to horticultural principles 
for successful plant growth 
in designed landscapes. 
This includes site evaluation 
and selection, landscapes 
and vegetation types and 
treatments, and plant 
production – encompassing 
establishment, growth, 
transplanting, quality and 
nutrition. You will explore 
soil composition, texture 
and management, water 
management, and other 
environmental and 
ecological issues.

Semester 2

Plants for Designed 
Landscapes  
(HORT90037)
Commencing Wednesday, 
29 July 2015

This subject will provide you 
with an understanding of the 
use and selection of plants 
for designed landscapes. 
It includes an introduction 
to plant nomenclature 
and classification, plant 
identification and morphology 
skills and studies of plant 
selection and use in residential 
and urban landscapes.

Semester 1

Landscape Design 
(HORT90034)
Commencing Thursday, 
5 March 2015

Semester 2

Landscape Construction 
and Graphics  
(HORT90035)
Commencing Thursday, 
30 July 2015

2015 fees $2,980 per subject.

You can select and start with any of the subjects:

•  HORT90036 Horticultural Principles (Semester 1)
•  HORT90034 Landscape Design (Semester 1)
•  HORT90037 Plants for Designed Landscapes (Semester 2).

FEE-HELP is available – please visit www.studyassist.gov.au 
for more information.

Fees

Registration

It is held Wednesday and Thursday nights from 6 - 9 pm,

 

and starts on 4 March 2015

This subject introduces you 
to the landscape design and 
landscape architecture, 
industry. You will explore; 
garden design principles, 
garden history and the work 
of both local and 
international designers.  The 
subject will provide you with 
the understanding of the 
design process including 
client brief, site analysis, 
schematic design and design 
documentation.

In this subject, you will learn 
how to prepare professional 
hand-drawn and computer 
aided design fully documented 
landscape plans. The subject 
will introduce you to design 
solutions for sites and there 
will be critiques of student 
work.  Students will look at a 
range of construction details 
including landscape grading 
and drainage, pavements, 
retaining walls and water 
features.

University of Melbourne allows single 
subject study under the Community 
Access Program. This allows you to 
select a single subject in a course and 
undertake study. It provides an 
opportunity to expand your field of 
interest and develop your knowledge and 
skills in a chosen area. Also to explore 
your options through a single subject 
prior to taking the leap into a full course 
of study

You can read more about single subject 
study at:

http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/
courses/community_access_program/
why_single_subject_study

To support students returning to 
academic learning, a series of
workshops on Academic Writing Skills 
and Harvard Referencing will be made 
available to students undertaking this 
Garden Design course.

New students are strongly encouraged to 
attend these sessions. Dates and further 
details will be made available upon 
commencement of the course. These 
workshops are free and are greatly 
valued by participants returning to study.

Burnley Campus,
University of Melbourne

To find out more visit

 
www.science.unimelb.edu.au

The Burnley Campus has a international profile in urban horticulture research and teaching and in 2013 celebrated the 150th anniversary 
of it’s heritage-listed nine hectare gardens. Much of the expertise at Burnley is based around green infrastructure initiatives, including 
urban tree management, green roofs and walls and water sensitive urban design technologies and practice. Burnley is also home to the 
Burnley Green Roofs, the first demonstration, training and research facility of its kind in Australia.

A range of undergraduate and graduate coursework, research degrees and single subject studies are available at Burnley Campus.

Course Objectives
The course aims to be the industry 
standard for professionals working in 
garden design and teaching staff are 
recognised experts across landscape 
design, horticulture, plants and planting 
design, soil science and plant physiology. 

On completion of the course, you should 
be able to:

• Display skills and knowledge in 
 residential garden design

• Assess and analyse problems and 
 determine appropriate solutions in 
 the preparation of designs for gardens

• Develop a holistic approach to garden
 design through a thorough 
 understanding of the horticultural, 
 landscape and design requirements
 
• Display graphic interpretation skills  
 in the preparation of landscape plans.
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