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Burnley Gardens – our next 150 years
2013 was a huge year for Burnley. We turned 150 years old on 1st January, and celebrated this
milestone with events almost too numerous to list.
The culmination of these was our end-of-year gathering in the Main Hall, to enjoy a dinner catered by
the inimitable Dianne Cranston, and with entertainment from lantern slide enthusiast Ian Edwards
and his team of helpers. Our in-house historians Jane Wilson, Sandi Pullman and Michèle Adler added
a Burnley spin to proceedings, showing a collection of lantern slides (see Jane’s article, page 9). The
evening was a roaring success – almost literally, when the plant identification quiz answer sheet
belonging to the Burnley teaching collective caught fire. Well, they were a smokin’ hot team…

What’s On – visit www.fobg.org.au for more details
Tuesday April 15

Tuesday May 13

Saturday August 2

Let’s Talk Plants

A new home for ringtail lemurs

The Art of Espalier

With Teena Crawford

With Tim Hart and Jenny Sobie

With Chris England

Burnley graduate, FOBG
member, Smith & Gordon
Nursery, Glen Iris.
Teena is one of Melbourne’s
great plants people.

Tim (Urban Initiatives) and Jenny
(Melbourne Zoo) discuss the design
and implementation of the new
enclosure for the
Madagascar ringtail lemurs.

In this 3-hour workshop
Chris (Merrywood Plants)
will teach participants the
skills of espaliering pear or
apple trees.
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John Fordham

The Friends of Burnley Gardens ran another popular tree tour late in 2013: this time around the main
campus of University of Melbourne, the Melbourne General Cemetery, Werribee Mansion, and the
Domain. The weather was kind, company most enjoyable, and the trees were outstanding; particularly
this Corymbia maculata (Spotted Gum) in the Domain (see image above), which is the largest specimen
in Victoria. For some it was a toss-up between this tree and the Angophora costata at 646 High Street
Armadale. Next time you’re in these areas, stop and check them out!
Disturbingly it seems that we again face the loss of parkland at Royal Park. It seems we constantly have
to fight to save it. I can’t imagine Dick Hamer would have ever approved of such an undertaking. My,
how times have changed.
We experienced a run of successive days over 40 degrees during January. It was interesting to see how
much damage this extreme heat caused to species that are unable to cope with such temperature
extremes: Japanese maples, magnolias and other broadleaf trees seem likely to be relegated to the
cooler climate of the hills. It is of equal interest to see the trees that cope with these temperatures:
Brachychiton species, Calodendron capense, Celtis australis, Schinus terebinthifolius, Jacaranda
mimosifolia, and Erythrina species. These species could well be among the landscape trees that we see
featured more prominently in our parks over the coming decades.
Some years ago, Paul Thompson suggested to me that the specimen of Erythrina vespertilio (Bats’
Wing Coral Tree) growing in the System Garden at Monash University could be a candidate for
inclusion on the Significant Tree Register. He was right and it is now on the register. I put feelers out to
see who was growing this tree, to no avail.
I sent away for seed from somewhere near Byron Bay – the sort of place where one gets crystals from,
need I say more?! I now have two saplings growing at home, and there was plenty of seed left over to
give to the nursery team at Burnley. I look forward to seeing how this species may perform in
Melbourne’s changing climate. Being the only native Erythrina species, I think someone should be
growing it! This species grows in rainforest margins through to some of the driest country this
2
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continent has to offer and I believe it has great potential for use in our urban landscapes.
A highlight during January was the joint FOBG/University of Melbourne/Open Gardens Australia
Summer School for Gardeners. Run at Burnley, many of the Friends were involved, and we were
delighted to be part of these enjoyable few days. I led a walking tour of 20 or so delegates to look at
Burnley’s significant trees, with Susie Hall providing fascinating historical background.
On the first weekend in March the Friends again buddied up with OGA and the University, to take part
in the successful 2-day Open Gardens Australia Plant Fair.
Held on the Lagoon Paddock behind the Quad classrooms at Burnley, many happy plant hunters
enjoyed the opportunity to shop for treasures, sample a range of cuisines, and listen to gardening
experts. The FOBG Propagation Group ran a busy plant sale. We certainly look forward to
collaborating with Open Gardens Australia again in the future.
Happy gardening,
John Fordham.

In the Gardens

Andrew Smith

The Gardens are beautiful all year round, but Andrew Smith thinks spring is the
best time of year at Burnley

What a joy it is to walk
around the Burnley
Gardens.
Like many Gardens in
Melbourne, the warmer
months seem to bring
out the best for many of
the plants we tend to
grow. Not only do the
trees have beautiful
shades of green, but the
flowering shrubs also
provide a glorious
display.
The extra effort that the
Gardens staff put into
fertilising and
composting the beds in
the last 12 months has
produced excellent
results. This is

particularly true for the rhododendrons along the Bergenia walk, where the build-up of needles from
the Pinus canariensis and tree root competition usually impedes their flowering.
Of particular personal delight is the Rose Garden this year. Previous years have seen the new season’s
growth lost to possum grazing, along with the flowers themselves, that in the process would snap and
damage the Rose branches. This year, with the closure of their sleeping quarters amidst the jasmine on
the northern pergola and the reduction in size of the bamboo plantation to the west, the Rose Garden
has become a delightful place for a lingering walk. Of course, not all can be contributed to just a lack of
possums. The Gardens team, so successfully led by Marrit, has worked hard on bringing out the Rose 3
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Garden’s best, by not only just pruning but also removing some of the unwanted self-sown perennials
that clustered in and around the Roses.
As you can see from the photo on the previous page, the aquilegias are also a memorable show. These
‘Granny’s bonnets’ are a sentimental favourite of mine, as it is one of the first flowers from my home in
Canberra that I remember as a child. In fact I was so taken with them; I brought some to my grade one
teacher as a morning contribution to the class.
Something many of you may not realise is the biological control of rose aphids that Burnley and other
Melbourne rose bushes have. The biological control is a tiny wasp, the size of a large pinhead, that lays
a single egg into each of the aphids that infests the new rose shoots each year. The wasp egg then
hatches inside the host aphid, which is then eaten alive from the inside, until the wasp emerges as a
juvenile to fly away. It sounds like something straight out of science fiction movie, a bit like the movie
‘Alien’ where the same concept was used with such scary effect.
As you can see from the photo at right, the aphid husks are then left like
marooned hulks on the flower buds. These wasps were released in the
early 1990’s by the CSIRO, at Burnley and at the Werribee Rose Garden,
so they could go forth and multiply across the whole of Melbourne. Many
Rose growers would be unaware of the wasp’s presence in their own
garden, as their tiny size and delayed response to the initial aphid
infestation, make the knee jerk chemical response to the aphid problem a
more likely scenario for nervous rose lovers. It’s incredible to see how
swiftly the wasps decimate the aphid population once their numbers
increase. In just a fortnight, the Rose Garden went from a heavy aphid
infestation, to something where only the dead husks remained. The best
thing is they survive, hibernate and emerge with the life cycle of the
aphid, so no re-introduction or molly coddling is necessary.
The Gates to the former Orchard area were officially opened in October.
Four new beds around the gates were prepared and planted up and the
plantings are performing well (see image below). The amount of preparation that went into these
beds was well worth it. The Gates project has been a long term one and achieved many of our desired
goals. It re-instates the gates to their original position, as recommended in the Conservation
Management Plan, and recognises the contribution of Michèle Adler to the Gardens through the
Friends and as a member of the teaching staff at
Burnley. It was also an opportunity to design a
section of the Gardens that had no previous
designer input (and therefore had no heritage
requirement – a rare thing on this site).
The colour theme borders along the fence line
have also benefited, with the re-instatement of
the green flower colour theme in the bed on the
northern side of the gates. This green flower
colour bed joins the existing white, yellow and
blue, further down the pathway to the south. As
far as I remember, these colour theme borders
were set up as a teaching aid by Geoff Olive
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during the 1980’s and would have segmented the previous ‘long border’ that existed along the inside
of the fence line.
Finally I’d like to mention the new orange trees that have been planted in the Herb Garden. These six
trees will be espaliered along the rear of the culinary bed and were generously donated by Chris
England, the well-known proprietor of Merrywood Plants, who leads espalier workshops for the
Friends each year. The six trees, two Navels, two blood oranges and two Valencias were used for
demonstration purposes in the espalier workshop held in December.
As in previous years, I hope you take the opportunity to come and visit the Burnley Gardens and see
for yourselves what a valuable and wonderful asset they are.

Propagation Group Report

Glenys Rose

The Propagation Group is growing all the time – literally, with new members joining our weekly
sessions in the Burnley Nursery. Regarding Prop Group membership we were sad to farewell Melanie
Conomikes who relocated to the USA in December. We thank Mel for her expert input in production
and sales, and wish her success in her future endeavours. Our ranks have swelled considerably since
we put out a call for help and we welcome Cheryl Andrews, Jennene Arnel, Ellie Bastow, Sue Laird and
Eric Wong on board.
We’ve had a fantastic couple of sales through our recent Open Gardens collaborations – Summer
School for Gardeners in January, and the March Plant Fair, both held at Burnley. We’ve not only raised
funds to support the
Gardens but also
signed up another host
of FOBG members in
the process!
Teamwork at these big
events is critical.
Thank you to all of the
Friends for your
support of the joint 3day Summer School:
helping with walks,
talks, workshops,
tours, wrap-ups, sales
(set-up and pack
down), FOBG table
monitoring and
membership
collections.
Our rostering system at the Plant Fair (image above) meant that those working on the stall had a
chance to have a break, have a good look around the other stands and generally really enjoy the
weekend. We were also able to put our unsold stock into its correct position in the Nursery thanks to
the beaut people who assisted after the sale. This was most appreciated!
At the end of the weekend, we received a trolley full of donated plants and other goods from each of
the stallholders by way of thank you. We will work with Andrew Smith to find the best place in the
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Gardens for the plant specimens.
Our passion for plants and our can-do, good spirited attitude has been cemented in the minds of all
those we helped on the weekend and will ripple out into the community. This can only be good for the
Burnley campus and gardens as a whole.
At the time of writing we experienced some of the hottest temperatures on record in the state and
gardens are looking the worse for wear. Echoing John’s thoughts at the front of this newsletter, it is
very instructive to see which plants stand up to 43°C days and which reputedly tough plants look
shocking. I have been compiling a list as I travel about so I won’t forget the details if/when it next
rains. One of the challenges for Victorian gardeners is to have plants that cope with cold/wet/frosty
conditions and also thrive in the heat and dry. This is something that the Prop Group considers when
we decide what to grow.
And of course, we are a heat-tolerant and stalwart bunch of propagators: the temperature in the
potting shed was over 40°C during one of our recent sessions. Of course there is laughter and afterprop socialising, usually in the Burnley Staff Room, which keeps us all happy.
On a final note – our thoughts go out to those who lost their homes and gardens in the fires.
May the coming season be a good one for you and your gardens.

Opening of the new Ornamental Gates
On Friday 8 November 2013,
we gathered to be part of the
official opening of the new
ornamental gates to the
former orchard area (now
called the Field Station)
The gates were named in
honour of Michèle Adler, to
recognise her wonderful
contribution to Burnley
Burnley’s Campus Director,
Stefan
Arndt,
opened
proceedings, while Carolyn
Blackman performed the
official duty of declaring the
gates “open”.
Michèle
welcomed
all
attendees, including the
maker of the gates, David Dawson from Overwrought, and the Provan family, whose father was
principal at Burnley from 1942 – 46.
In her speech, Michèle explained about the design of the gates and what they symbolise for these
Gardens. The gates sit between the Field Station (the old Orchard) and the Ornamental Gardens. In an
earlier time, the Orchard was filled with thousands of fruit trees, as trial plants for the new colony of
Victoria. On the gates, the fruit trees are represented by 3 levels of espaliers, radiating out from the
6
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trunk in the middle of the gate. The end posts bear the cones of a Redwood, Sequoia sempervirens,
symbolising the Coast Redwood in the Shady walk that was mentioned in an 1861 newspaper
article as being “10 feet tall.” Birds that enjoy the gardens are also depicted on the gates. The gates
are modern, yet with a Victorian-era style to link the past, present and future of horticulture at
Burnley.
Michèle talked about her long history at Burnley, beginning in 1985, having moved from NSW with
a qualification in Horticulture and undertaking a Dip. Ed. She began teaching in the TAFE sector as a
sessional lecturer responsible for Soils, Climate, Biology and Plant Identification. The Gardens were
not just a workplace, but also a palette and a source of inspiration – and they still are.
Many students were mature age, and working during the day, so a lot of Michèle’s classes were
taught at night. A solution to plant identification in the dark came from Phil Kenyon, the campus
arborist, who constructed a Plant ID identifier - a kangaroo spotlight attached to a truck battery and
mounted on a furniture trolley. The spotlight was used to illuminate the path for the benefit of
students. Once the plant specimen was reached, the spotlight was trained on it to reveal the
flowers, fruit, leaves and bark; and quite often, some surprised-looking wildlife.
Michèle talked about Giovanni, an Italian migrant who was taking a soils class. Students were
required to conduct a growth trial using some topsoil and subsoil from their own garden, mixed
with various other components, to grow silverbeet. The assessment was a written report at the end
of the semester, explaining things like air-filled porosity, pH and cationic exchange. Giovanni
handed in his assignment saying: “ Michelee, I couldn’t write the report - nothing would grow in
those soils, so I threw the seedlings out – but I have brought you in a picture of my tomatoes – I
have to climb up on a step ladder to pick them and all the family comes and we make the tomato
sauce.” He handed over a photo of himself on a full-sized ladder reaching his tomatoes. Giovani
7
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certainly knew how to grow things! It took him a few years to graduate but he got there, with the help
of an exam paper translated into Italian. The Gardens were more than a teaching tool for Michèle.
They provided her with mentors and colleagues, new friends – mature age students of like mind, the
inspiration to pursue research, and her long term partner – Rod McMillan.
Michèle has had a varied career in lecturing, radio and television, undertook a sabbatical at the RHS
Wisley and in her post-Burnley life, a role as the co-creator of the Studies in Horticulture series and
leader of environmental tours to wild places like the Galapagos Islands.
Michèle finished by talking about the teamwork that is required to support a heritage-listed institution
like the Burnley Gardens. The Friends of Burnley Gardens (now 15 years old) works with University
staff and Gardens Coordinator Andrew Smith. None of the projects accomplished in the Gardens
would be possible without all these people, especially our members, joining together to achieve so
much.

It could be earlier than we thought

Michèle Adler

Recently I was checking for early records of
Burnley Gardens and came across a report in
The Australian of 15 June 1867.
…“ Among the more striking objects that
compel
attention
are
the
promising
Wellingtonia gigantea or Californian Pine, the
very species that produced the huge trees
discovered by the exploring expedition of
Commander Wilkes in 1842-43”.
This is exciting news as it appears to be the
earliest record of what we now call the Giant
Sequoia or Giant Redwood (Sequoiadendron
giganteum). Previously it was recorded as
planted circa 1900 (Conservation and
Management Plan). If this reference is to the
tree planted near the rose garden, it is then at
least 33 years older than previously thought.
Each little snippet of information adds to our
knowledge of the Gardens.
Our FOBG history group is looking for
volunteers to do some cataloguing. Likewise
we are looking for some folk to train as Gardens
guides. Please consider giving a little of your
time: get in touch with Jean Corbett
(9592 8075) if you would like to train as a
guide.
Contact Jane Wilson at burnleyarchives@gmail.com (phone 9035 6902) if you are interested in
being part of the history group.
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Jane Wilson

The Burnley College Magic Lantern Slide Collection
When I took over the management of the Burnley
Archive Collection in 2009, I found a box of about 100
glass slides of photographs of plants and plant diseases,
some of which were coloured. I did not really
understand what they were until I did some research
into their provenance. I found that a former Principal of
the College, A.W. Jessep, had acquired them in the
1930’s but I did not know that they were ‘Magic Lantern
Slides’ until the City of Melbourne hosted an exhibition
last year called, “Melbourne Parks and Gardens Through
the Magic Lantern.”

Dog Sledge, Hudson’s Bay Territory, Canada

In 1975 a Burnley College student, Lex Nieboer, noticed
that a large collection of glass slides were about to be
discarded by the College so he took them home thinking
that they were too important to be thrown out. Last
year, he donated some of them to the City of Melbourne,
as they were photographs of some of the Melbourne
City Gardens. One of our Friends of Burnley Gardens
members, Sandra Pullman, later contacted Lex with the
result that he donated the remainder of his collection,
300 slides, to the Burnley Archives. We now have a
collection of some 400 slides, mainly of plants, and the
diseases that affect them, but also of famous tourist
sights and Victorian State Primary School gardens. The
collection includes a set of hand-coloured pictures of
roses.
Magic Lantern Shows have had a long history, even
before the invention of photography.
In the
seventeenth century, with the invention of glass lenses
it was possible to project images from glass plates onto
another surface. In fact, magicians used these images to
scare their audiences with images of ghosts and devils.

Ladies in a Japanese garden (hand
coloured)

However, with the invention of photography in 1839 it
became possible to greatly improve the images and
lantern slide shows provided a means of showing
photographs to large audiences. These shows were
meant to entertain but were also used to educate their
audiences. Ordinary people could view photographs of
popular tourist sites around the world, art works and
the way other people lived.
The first lantern slides were made using albumencoated plates but shortly after, the process changed,

Fernbank – School Plots
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with the glass being coated with wet collodion. The
introduction of dry plate processes, as well as massproduced lantern slide kits, made the slides easier for
amateur photographers to produce and also made them
more accessible to schools and universities.

Hand-coloured Rosa centifolia
(Cabbage Rose)

London Pippin

Besides the photographic medium itself, the process used
to create lantern slides remained primarily the same
throughout their one hundred year history. There were two
ways of printing the images: the contact method and the
camera method. The first dictated placing the negative
directly on the light-sensitive glass. This required that the
negative was the correct size to produce the 3.5x4 inch
slide. For larger negatives, the camera method was
necessary. Using a camera with a long bed and bellows, the
negative and glass were both placed in the camera and
printed by exposing the glass to daylight or artificial light.
After exposure in both cases, the latent image was
developed out with chemicals. After the plate was dried, the
image could be hand-coloured using special tints. The slide
was finished with a mat and a glass cover and was taped to
seal the enclosure.
The finished product was placed within a lantern slide
projector to be viewed on a wall or screen. The first
projectors used oil lamps for light. By 1870, limelight,
produced by burning oxygen and hydrogen on a pellet of
lime, offered a better, although more dangerous, form of
illumination. In the 1890s, the invention of the carbon arc
lamp, followed by electric light, provided a safe method for
displaying the lantern slide image.
Lantern slide shows were a popular form of entertainment
until the production of 35mm transparencies became a less
expensive process than that of glass slides.
The Burnley collection of lantern slides would have been
used for educational purposes just like PowerPoint is used
today. Some of the slides we have are similar to the ones in
general use and which are still available to buy second
hand but most of them would have been made for a specific
purpose as teaching material or as a record (for instance,
the Victorian State Primary School gardens.) They are
therefore unique and are a valuable part of our Archive
collection.
On Saturday, November 23rd, the Friends of Burnley
Gardens put on a Magic Lantern Show. We used a
professional projectionist, Ian Edwards, who used some of

Eucalyptus polyanthema
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his own slides for entertainment but
the highlight was definitely our slide
collection. It was an amazing journey
back to an earlier time before
television and the cinema.

Source: The Library of Congress: American Memory.
Lantern Slides History and Manufacture. On-line.
Life cycle of the Fruit Fly

From the Membership Secretary Cheryl Andrews
Since the previous Newsletter, FOBG membership has increased to 248. Although some members did
not renew their membership, our numbers are growing through a combination of word of mouth, and
the large range of activities we’ve run during the past year.
I would like to welcome our newest members who are:
Julie Amore; Kate Blood & Rob Pelletier; Tim Bungey; Jacquie Chirgwin; Beverley Churchward;
Margaret Clarke; Erin Cosgriff; Rosemary Courtier; Margaret Donald; Jane Douglas; Anne Fowler;
Lena Frankel; Jeannette Gleeson; Susan Godfrey; Hilary Hobart; Peta Hughes; Irene Irvine; Val
Johnson; Jack & Marie Kirszenblat; Anna Long; Anne McComish; Naomi McConchie; Ranee
Mischlewski; Jonathan Mott; Christopher Norquay & Dawn King; Deirdre O'Brien; Susan Ogden;
Sue Pritchard; Jane Russell; Lucille Strachan; Pierre Taylor; Ed Thexton; Lisa Tuck; Margaret
Wanklyn; Louise Waters; Liz White; Penelope Whitehead; Eric Wong and family; Elene Wood.
There are also three new corporate memberships to report:

Cultivating Community, Greater Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust, and Programmed Property
Services.
We hope you enjoy your membership of the Friends and have many opportunities to take part in our
activities!

Photo credits for this edition
John Fordham, Andrew Smith, Jill Kellow, Sue Murphy, Jane Wilson (Burnley Archives Collection),
Rod McMillan.

11

;

Papyrus

A Farewell

March 2014

John Fordham

Dear Friends,
This is the last correspondence that you will have from me, as I am standing down as Chair. Over the
last 4 ½ years I have enjoyed my role assisting the committee with their endeavours.
Personal matters now occupy my time, and so I will play a more minor role in the activities of FOBG.
I very much enjoyed the role and feel that we achieved so much over the 4 ½ year period I was in the
Chair. From renovation of the Luffman Lily Ponds, re-shingling and re-rendering the mud brick shelter,
design and installation of a wonderful outdoor furniture setting, and to finish, a fantastic set of Field
Station gates: it’s been great watching it all unfold.
I could not have done any of this without a wonderful team behind me. I would like to make mention of
a few people: I’m sure I will miss some, and apologise in advance if I do!
Michèle Adler has been a fantastic Deputy Chair with thoughtful insights as to how to assist the
gardens and the University. Michèle runs an amazing agenda but carries it off without a flinch in her
commitment to the Burnley Gardens. We dedicated the new Field Station gates to her.
Jane Wilson has always been someone I could totally rely on as Treasurer, Archivist and leader of the
Guides group, providing advice as to how we were going in terms of both our finances and the Guides
activities. I very much enjoyed walking around the gardens with Jane in the company of others who
wanted to learn more about the history of the gardens.
Carol Ferguson looked after Membership for many years, doing a meticulous job keeping track of our
numbers. Mary-Jane Gething was our very competent Secretary for the most part of my stay: this role
now filled by Ruth Lazarus. Sue Murphy has been the backbone of getting the newsletter out. Glenys
Rose and Fran Mason have been the backbone of our Propagation Group and have been reeling in the
$$ at regular plant sales. Dianne Cranston has been at the centre of our catering for all the events we
have held. She’s clearly a magician when it comes to knowing how many to cater for and for the quality
of her meals. Thankyou Di!
My other thanks go to the Burnley Gardens coordinator, Andrew Smith. Andrew makes himself
available for every function we put on, over and above his role as a University staff member. Without
Andrew’s commitment our events would be far less easily run. Andrew, it’s been fun working with
you.
Finally I have barely mentioned anyone on the current committee however I would like to thank you
all, Jennene Arnel, Cheryl Andrews, Glenys Rose, Sandra McMahon, and Jill Kellow (who’s also
responsible for our great website).
I have enjoyed my time in the Burnley Gardens. They are a wonderful teaching resource and provide
research opportunities for the many students who come to this campus – just as they have done
through their 150-year history. The University of Melbourne is to be congratulated for its commitment
to horticultural teaching and research.
When I first became involved in 2009, we had 130 members. We’re now up to 248 and growing!
I’ll continue to promote Friends of Burnley Gardens in the many forums I find myself in. I do hope I
see you all from time to time, and would like to thank you, the members, for your commitment to this
wonderful organisation.
Goodbye,
John Fordham.
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