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Graduate Certificate in Arboriculture 



Overview 
 

 

The Graduate Certificate in Arboriculture has been designed for professionals currently managing, or planning to learn 
how to manage, urban trees. 

 

You will increase your understanding of current issues in urban tree management through studies in growth and 
function, identification and selection, pests and diseases and environmental stresses including planning for a changing 
climate. Throughout the course you will also gain skills in writing management plans for urban trees. 

 

At the completion of this course you will be able to conduct tree risk assessments and be engaged as an expert witness 
for local government or consumer and trade tribunal proceedings. If you are keen to take your study further you may gain 
credit of 50 points for admission into the Master of Urban Horticulture. 

 

Entry Requirements 
 

Entry into the course will be based on 
completion of: 

 

• A bachelor’s degree, or 
 

• A relevant TAFE or Higher Education 
Advanced Diploma or equivalent and 
3 years full-time, documented work 
experience in horticulture, forestry 
or a related green industry or 
equivalent, or 

 

• A relevant TAFE Diploma and 4.5 years 
full-time, documented work experience 
in horticulture, forestry or a related 
green industry, or equivalent, or 

 

• 6 years full-time, documented work 
experience in horticulture, forestry or 
a related green industry, including at 
least 3 years in a supervisory role. 

Assessment 
 

Each subject is formally assessed to 
meet the requirements of University 
accreditation. Assessment is designed 
to be practical and relevant to industry 
professionals and those wanting to 
manage urban trees. 

Fees  

2015 fees are $2,850 per subject.  

FEE-HELP is available for this course 
of study. FEE-HELP is a government 
loan scheme that assists eligible fee 
paying students pay all or part of their 
tuition fees. Please visit 
www.studyassist.gov.au for more 
information. 

Registration  

You can select and start with any subject

 

in the course. Applications close two 
weeks before teaching commences.  

Orientation Day  

A webinar providing details regarding 
orientation will be held on Thursday 21 
February at 4pm (Australian Eastern 
Daylight Time).  

Details will be available before 
commencement.

 

Teaching Location 
 

Burnley campus is located in the nine hectare heritage-listed Burnley Gardens, and 
celebrated its 125th year anniversary for teaching Horticulture, in 2013. The campus is 
approximately five kilometres from Melbourne’s city centre and is easily accessible via 
public transport. 

 

A strong collective of academics at Burnley continue to develop education in horticultural 
processes to meet industry demands. Research activity at the campus is rapidly 
expanding and is well known around the world for its work. Expertise at Burnley includes 
green infrastructure such as stormwater harvesting and rain gardens, 
landscape irrigation, vegetated roofs and walls, carbon sequestration in green 
spaces and urban tree management. Burnley is home to the Living Roofs of the 
Green Infrastructure Adaptation Centre, the first demonstration, training and 
research facility of its kind in Australia. 

 

A range of undergraduate and graduate coursework, research degrees and single 
subject studies are available at Burnley campus. 

 
Accommodation 

 

If you are visiting Burnley from regional Victoria, interstate or overseas we can 
recommend the following accommodation options in the area: 

 

Amora Riverwalk Hotel 
www.melbourne.amorahotels.com (walk or short drive) 

 

Richmond Hill Hotel 
www.richmondhillhotel.com (tram 70 along Swan Street) 

 

Quest on Chapel 
 www.questonchapel.com.au (tram up Church Street and change at Swan 
Street for Tram 70 to Campus. Short drive. 40 minute walk) 

 

Quest Richmond 
www.questrichmond.com.au (short drive to campus, or five minute walk to 
Swan Street for Tram 70 to campus) 



 
 

Community Access Program 
 

University of Melbourne allows single subject study under the Community Access Program.  This allows you to select a single subject in 
a course and undertake study. It provides an opportunity to expand your field of interest and develop your knowledge and skills in a 
chosen area. Also to explore your options through a single subject prior to taking the leap into a full course of study.   
 

You can read more about single subject study at: 
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/courses/community_access_program/why_single_subject_study 
 

Course Structure 
 

Each subject involves the intensive delivery of lectures, workshops, practical exercises and field visits over six days. There will be an 
eight-week online component and assessment following the intensive teaching period. 
 

To achieve the Graduate Certificate in Arboriculture you need to successfully complete all four 12.5 credit point subjects. 
 
You may start this course with any subject and it can be completed over one to four years. 
 
The Scott Sharpe Award for Arboricultural Excellence is awarded to the student with the highest overall mark. 

 
 

Key Dates 
 

 

2015 Dates Subjects 
 

Monday 16 February – Saturday 21 February (inclusive) 
9am – 5pm daily 
Greg Moore 

Urban Tree Growth and Function (HORT90041) 
Environmental stresses such as drought, extreme heat and severe 
wind events are increasing in their severity in urban environments. 
This subject will help you understand how and why urban trees are 
vulnerable to such stresses and how urban tree biology and 
function is constantly compromised through human intervention. 

 

At the end of the subject you will understand the structure and 
function that underpins tree biology and its importance for urban 
tree managers. Tree stress adaption mechanisms will be 
investigated from a cellular to a whole tree level. 

 

Monday 13 July – Saturday 18 July (inclusive) 
9am – 5pm daily 
Denise Johnstone 

Managing Urban Trees (HORT90042) 
This subject will provide you with a thorough understanding of the 
care and management of trees in the urban forest. You will learn 
the methods of tree risk assessment and vitality evaluation, tree 
protection strategies, planning and management issues and 
case-studies, including surveys and location mapping. 

 

Monday 28 September – Saturday 3 October (inclusive) 
9am – 5pm daily 
Elizabeth Denman 

Tree Identification and Selection (HORT90043) 
In this subject you will gain a thorough understanding of tree 
selection and tree identification principles. At the end of the subject 
you should be able to recognise tree family characteristics and 
correctly write their botanical, common and family names as well 
as describe tree form and tolerances. You should have a good 
understanding of how to select trees for a range of urban sites. 

 

Monday 30 November – Saturday 5 December 
(inclusive) 
9am – 5pm daily 
Nick Collett 

Urban Tree Health (HORT90044) 
Through this subject you will gain an understanding of the impact 
of the invasion of trees by pests and other parasitic organisms in 
urban environments. You will be able to identify common pest and 
disease species, understand the symptoms displayed and how 
to manage the pests and diseases of trees. You will also gain an 
understanding of integrated pest control concepts, pest control 
measures and the fate of chemicals in the environment. 



Dr Greg Moore, Honorary Senior Fellow 
University of Melbourne 
Dr Greg Moore was a lecturer and Principal at Burnley from 
1979 to 2007 with interests in horticulture, plant science, 
revegetation and ecology. He is a well known advocate for 
arboriculture and urban trees. Greg is an active contributor 
to industry and community standards, and professional 
associations in the field of trees in the urban environment 
and revegetation. He has written one book, contributed to 
three others and has published some 130 papers and 
articles relating to tree biology and tree management. 

 
Dr Denise Johnstone, Arboriculture Lecturer 
University of Melbourne 
Dr Denise Johnstone has been a lecturer in arboriculture  
for 21 years and involved in the arboriculture industry for  
26 years – beginning as a contract climber for a small 
arboricultural company. She has competed in the Australian 
Tree Climbing Championships and was Vice President of 
the Arboricultural Association of Australia. Denise has 
worked on industry standards and holds a research grant 
from the international funding body – The Tree Fund. She 
has presented seven papers at the International Society of 
Arboriculture’s International Conference and Trade Show on 
tree risk assessment, wood density and decay 
measurement and tree vitality, and has had several papers 
published in Arboriculture & Urban Forestry. 

 

Dr Elizabeth Denman 
Dr Liz Denman completed her PhD on the potential to use street 
tree biofiltration systems to remove nutrients from urban 
stormwater in 2010. She has over 15 years experience in the 
horticulture industry specialising in the management of urban 
landscapes. Liz works for an arboriculture consultancy business 
and in the Landscape and Urban Design team for VicRoads 
providing specialist advice on tree protection, soil management, 
water sensitive urban design, plant selection and maintenance. 
Her major interests include the selection, establishment and 
management of vegetation in urban areas and the 
environmental and social benefits afforded by trees in the 
landscape. 

 
Nick Collett, Honorary Fellow 
University of Melbourne 
Nick Collett was a lecturer at the University of Melbourne from 
1996 to 2010 and has over 20 years of forest health experience 
in native forest, and softwood and hardwood plantations. Nick 
has been continuously engaged in forest research for Victorian 
government agencies since 1984. His forest entomology 
specialisation areas include ecology and control of native and 
exotic insect pests, forest biosecurity, effects of defoliation on 
tree growth, impacts of fire on litter invertebrates, and effects 
of plantation establishment on insect biodiversity. Nick is also 
skilled in the impacts of soils and nutrition on tree health, 
and the development of native forest and plantation health 
surveillance systems to monitor tree health and meet the 
requirements of certification protocols. With a career 
spanning tertiary education, project team leadership and 
policy development, Nick has published over 20 papers 
and 150 reports and articles, and represented Victoria 
on national and international forest health committees. 

 

 

 
education, consistently ranked among the leading universities 
in the world and currently ranked number one in Australia 
and number 34 in the world*. 

 
* Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2013-2014. 

 
 
Faculty of Science 

 

Strong discipline-based teaching and active 
engagement, sees us at the forefront of research 
teaching and development in a broad range of 
scientific fields around the world. 

 
 
More Information 

 

For course enquiries and applications please contact: 
Program Coordinator 
P  + 61 3 9810 3248 
F  + 61 3 9810 3149 
E   arboriculture@commercial.unimelb.edu.au 

 

For further information please go to our website 
www.commercial.unimelb.edu.au/arboriculture/ 
ABN 53 081 182 685 

DISCLAIMER 
The University of Melbourne has used its best endeavours to ensure that the material contained in 
the publication was correct at the time of printing. The University gives no warranty and accepts no 
responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of information and the University reserves the right 
to make changes without notice at any time in its absolute discretion. 
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